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ABSTRACT: 

This paper has attempted to critically examine the policy initiatives undertaken by the South Asian countries to achieve the targets of 

Sustainable development goals (SDGs) in this era of emerging challenges, issues and opportunities. South Asian countries are amongst 

the least developed countries of the world and are suffering from several problems such as poverty, illiteracy, inequality, risks of 

climate change, environmental degradation, insecurity and injustice. In this study an attempt has been made to analyze the government 

policies and decisions of the South Asian countries to deal with several emerging as well as pending issues of Socio-economic 

backwardness. It has also been attempted to examine that how these countries are working in collaboration to grab the opportunities 

and options of sustainable development. There are eight developing countries in South Asia and all these countries are the member of 

South Asian Association for regional cooperation (SAARC). Despite having several opportunities of growth and development in a 

sustainable way the member countries of SAARC are not working properly in collaboration to deal with the problems. Thus the need 

of the time is to combat the challenges and issues.  This study is based on the empirical investigation to critically analyze the policy 

initiatives and Achievements of the targets of Sustainable development goals by the South Asian countries.  

 

KEYWORDS: Initiatives, Achievements, Challenges, Issues, Collaboration, SAARC, SDGs.  

 

INTRODUCTION: 

Policy initiatives of South Asian countries with reference to the sustainable development goals has become imperative in current 

scenario of changing circumstances of integration, climate change and multifarious engagements for the establishment of cooperation 

peace and stability. For instance Policy initiatives of India for sustainable cooperation and development in South Asian region are 

especially relevant to the SDG-16 and 17. SDG-16 emphasizes the importance and achievement of peace, justice and the establishment 

of strong institutions. Secondly SDG-17 prioritizes partnerships for the achievements of important sustainable development goals. 

Agenda 2030 of Sustainable development goals comprises comprehensive strategies of dealing with the issues and problems of 

multifarious problems. This agenda emphasize the need of states to formulate conducive and robust policies and multilateral 

engagement for ground breaking transformation from instability, non-cooperation and insecurity to a cooperative, stable, peaceful and 

sustainable world. Regional integrations are also gaining tremendous significance for the achievements of the objectives foreign 
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policies of the countries like India related to the sustainable development goals in this era of globalization. Regional problems and 

issues are impeding the ways of sustainable cooperation. The biggest example of disturbed region is South Asia. South Asian countries 

are amongst the least developed countries of the world. Multidimensional Socio-economic and political problems in this region are the 

cause of the concern specifically for policy framers. Countries like India are formulating domestic and foreign policies for dealing with 

these issues. Nevertheless, a lot has to be done to make a shift from tradition and impractical strategies to proactive and pragmatic 

strategies. The geo-political, social and economic significance of the sustainable development goals paves the way for overall 

development and cooperation. Conflicts and disputes in the region like territorial disputes, terrorism, illegal trafficking and migration 

are long pending and thus becoming stumbling blocks for the agenda of Sustainable development goals. All the seventeen sustainable 

development goals are directly or indirectly impacting the choices and approaches for the formulation of policies especially the foreign 

policies of the states. In recent past. India and its neighbouring states have undertaken number of influential policy initiatives for 

multifarious cooperation to achieve the objectives of agenda 2030. In this scenario it can be said that a lot has been done so far. 

However, still a lot has to be done for the achievement of sustainable development goals in nearest future. It can also be observed that 

attempts of south Asian countries achieving these objectives are suffering from several challenges. So, in this time of emerging 

opportunities and options it has become imperative to resolve pending issues, formulate and implement pragmatic and robust strategies 

without any delay.  

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY:  

1. To critically analyse and identify the objectives of the policy initiatives of South Asian countries with respect to the agenda 2030 of 

SDGs. 

2. To examine the relevance and significance of Sustainable development goals in changing circumstances  

3. To explore the emerging options and opportunities of achieving the objectives of policy initiatives towards SDGs.  

 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY: 

This research paper is based on analytical and exploratory methods of problem solving. Primarily this paper is theoretical and qualitative 

in nature. The qualitative method is used because it is more convenient and relevant for making critical assessment of the subject 

matter. Both primary and secondary sources of data collection has been applied for proper understanding of the topic. The qualitative 

research methods and the survey of limited existing literature has been done. In this study empirical methods of research has also been 

used to make an estimation of the relevance and significance of the sustainable development goals in changing circumstances. This 

study primarily involved the secondary sources of information by surveying the existing limited literature on the subject matter. In this 

study it has been tried to explore and observe various policy initiatives undertaken by leaders and formulators of policies towards the 

achievement of agenda 2030 of the sustainable development goals (SDGs). Based on analytical, exploratory and empirical methods of 

investigation it has been observed that the fulfillment of agenda 2030 of United Nations General Assembly is one of the most 

significance from the point of view of policy formulation and their implementation.  

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY:   

Significance of this research work stems from various reasons. The fundamental reason is that sustainable development goals in 

contemporary times are vital for policy choices, approaches and initiatives, because of the changing circumstances and challenges. “It 

is the duty of the present generation to meet their own needs without compromising the need of future generations”. Secondly after the 

adoption of the liberalization, privatization and globalization model. Integration with the world has become very important for the 

countries to move forward with the advanced world. So, world integration in general and regional integration in particular has become 

a significant need of all the countries of the world. Thirdly Foreign policy choices, and opportunities of cooperation realized the 

http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcspub.org                                         © 2022 IJCSPUB | Volume 12, Issue 3 September 2022 | ISSN: 2250-1770 

IJCSP22C1269 International Journal of Current Science (IJCSPUB) www.ijcspub.org 412 
 

importance of resolving long pending issues and challenges of Socio-economic, political, and of diplomatic nature and to achieve the 

agenda of sustainable development goals. This study is also significant from India’s foreign policy point view because India is one the 

fast emerging country of the world in general and South Asia in particular. India has the potential of becoming the leader of smaller 

South Asian economies. Thus having the potential of making the whole South Asian region sustainably developed. This research work 

tries to critically analyse the policy initiatives and approaches of South Asian countries because this region is a fragile region and thus 

policies towards sustainable development goals are also being influenced by such fragility. Nevertheless, in this dynamic scenario 

several options are emerging and gaining significance. Thus such studies and research works are needed with utmost priority. 

Formulation of vigorous domestic as well as foreign policies with respect to the agenda of sustainable development goals in fragile 

environment is worthy of attention. South Asian region is struggling from fragility, insecurity and backwardness. However, the modern 

world has opened gates of opportunities to become self-dependent and determinants for the achievement of the significant objectives 

of their national and regional interests. Thus regional integration and cooperation of multifarious nature could ultimately leads to 

achievements of agenda 2030 well in time. In short it can be said that such ideas and research works adds valuable suggestions and 

information to the significance of the existing knowledge.  

A BRIEF OUTLINE OF THE POLICY INITIATIVES OF SOUTH ASIAN COUTRIES (SAARC MEMBERS) 

TOWARDS SDGs: 

South Asia is an emerging volatile and dynamic region of the world. It comprises eight important developing countries of the world. 

These are India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Maldives and Afghanistan. This region has been facing the challenge 

of the basic necessities of life ranging from sanitation to transport infrastructure to electricity, clean drinking water, and housing to the 

poorest of the poor and so on. In other words it can be said that this region has remained one of the least developed region of the world 

with the advent of industrial and technological development. Industrial development further escalated the problems and the need for 

sustainable development emerged. In this scenario whole world took keen interest for not only development but the sustainable 

development. Meanwhile world United Nations one of the biggest and renowned international organization have set the targets of 

MDGs and subsequently SDGs with the objectives of achieving these targets before 2030, which came to be known as agenda 2030. 

It is also imperative to note that 21 century provided multifarious opportunities for South Asian region as well to come out of the 

menace of underdevelopment, as such Agenda 2030 have also presented remarkable opportunities for sustainable development of the 

region. In this respect all the countries of the South Asian region independently as well as in collaborations through the platform of 

regional organizations such as SAARC and BIMSTEC have initiated the process of policy formulation. The brief outline of the 

important initiatives undertaken by some of the most influential and significant South Asian countries is as under: 

INDIA and SDGs  

India is one of the largest and fast developing country amongst the south Asian countries of the world. India has formulated various 

domestic as well as foreign policies for directly or indirectly achieving the targets of agenda 2030 or the sustainable development goals 

(SDGs). Laws on environment and climate change such as clean, green and sustainable cities mission, Smart cities mission, Swach and 

swasth Bharat mission, campaigns on eradication of poverty, poverty alleviation programs, schemes for easy and free access to 

education such as SSA, Mid-day meal schemes, Scholarships and fellowships to the downtrodden sections of the society, Har ghar Jal 

and bijli yojna and number of other similar schemes took very serious the objective of agenda 2030. It is also important to note that 

India’s ministries such as ministry of environment forest and climate change, governmental organizations such as NITI AAYOG and 

non-governmental organizations also devised various ways to adopt and implement strategies and policies towards SDGs Nevertheless, 

it can also be observed that these schemes are also facing several challenges and as failed to some extent. The failure is due to the lack 

of robust and pragmatic formulation and implementation of schemes and policies.  

 

http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcspub.org                                         © 2022 IJCSPUB | Volume 12, Issue 3 September 2022 | ISSN: 2250-1770 

IJCSP22C1269 International Journal of Current Science (IJCSPUB) www.ijcspub.org 413 
 

PAKISTAN and SDGs: 

Pakistan is also one of the most important country of South region due to historical, strategic, political, economic and socio-cultural 

linkages. Thus the significance of this region for itself and South Asian region in general has been a major cause of policy initiatives 

of the government towards sustainable development goals. As such Pakistan has given priority to the achievement of the targets of 

agenda 2030 as put forwarded by UNGA. Pakistan has prioritized these targets in to bring the nation to join the league of upper middle 

class countries. In this respect it is pertinent to note that the first and foremost important policy initiative of Pakistan towards Sustainable 

development goals was the adoptions of agenda 2030 as a first country through a unanimous resolution of the Parliament of Pakistan. 

Discussions were held on post-millennium development goals by the government of Pakistan with experts and stakeholders in order to 

devise a new and pragmatic way for the achievement of the new targets. Several important steps have been undertaken by the Pakistani 

government and organizations for the benefits of humanity, people, planet, prosperity, peace and partnership. In this regard the 

important initiative undertaken by the national government Pakistan are; Seven pillars of vision 2025 which is fully aligned with the 

sustainable development goals, programs on inclusive growth and development. A section has been dedicated to SDGs under the 

ministry of planning development and special initiatives for monitoring and coordinating national entities. Provincial planning and 

development departments (PPDD) and MoP&SI collaborated with UNDP for five year project to establish SDG support units at federal 

and provincial levels for early implementation and institutionalization of Agenda 2030.  

BANGLADESH and SDGs:  

Bangladesh as another significant nation of the South Asian region is playing significant role in collaboration with UN and its partner 

agencies for the achievement of 17 interconnected sustainable development goals in line with the agenda 2030 and UN Development 

system reforms (UNDSR). Government of Bangladesh has been undertaking initiative to collaborate with UN agencies in new and 

coherent ways for the implementations of policies towards achievements of the targets of agenda 2030 of the SDGs. Government of 

Bangladesh have also initiated several national schemes and projects inspired by agenda 2030, for poverty alleviation, disaster 

management, peace, good governance, police reforms, human rights, environment, climate change, reproductive health, family 

planning, population, children and mother’s development, immunization, maternal and child nutrition, food security, adolescence, 

youth development, empowerment of women, education, literacy, culture, communication, heritage, labour standards and employment 

migration, refugees, drugs and crime, industrial development, capacity development, health care and research, HIV-AIDS, trade, atomic 

energy, inclusive finance transformation, infrastructure and resilience, human settlement and communication and advocacy services.  

SRILANKA and SDGs:  

Sri Lanka is one of the leading nation amongst the south Asian countries. Sri Lanka as a responsible south Asian country is also playing 

a significant role by formulating a robust and pragmatic policies for the achievements of the targets of agenda 2030 of the SDGs. United 

Nation is also supporting the achievement of 17 goals of Sustainable Development Goals. In this regard a framework has jointly adopted 

by the UN and Sri Lankan Government from 2018-2022 known as United Nation Sustainable Development Framework (UNSDF). 

This framework is according to the policy initiatives undertaken by Sri Lanka in line with the national priorities including agenda 2030 

of the United Nations. Several other initiatives have also been taken by the Sri Lankan Government which serves as the fulfillment of 

the common objectives of SDGs such as poverty elevation programs, project for environment climate change, peace, prosperity and 

several other similar components of inclusive growth towards sustainability. 
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ROLE OF OTHER SMALLER SOUTH ASIAN COUNTRIES FOR THE ACHIEVENT OF SDGs OBJECTIVES.  

It is also imperative to mention here that the other smaller South Asian countries i.e. Afghanistan, Bhutan, Nepal and Maldives are also 

playing significant role independently as well as in collaboration with each other through the platform of international and regional 

organizations such as UN, SAARC and BIMSTEC. Initiatives are being undertaken to eradicate the problems of poverty, illiteracy, 

economic backwardness, regional imbalance, gender inequality, hunger, health problems, clean water and sanitation, clean energy, 

climate change, and injustice. These problems are to be eradicated with the help of vigorous and reasonable and practical policy 

strategies. Smaller countries are learning the lessons from big countries of the region such as India and Pakistan. Nevertheless, despite 

several attempts by the leaders, activists, formulators, and executors of the policies, incredible progress has not been observed and as 

such a lot has to be done to make a shift from the traditional approaches of dealing with the problems to more proactive and remarkable 

initiatives. It is the duty of big brothers such as India and Pakistan to support smaller countries and work in collaboration with each 

other.  

CONCLUSION:   

This research paper tries to make a critical assessment of the policy choices, initiatives and the achievements of the objectives of 

sustainable development goals (SDGs). This paper has attempted to specifically analyse the significance of policy initiatives of South 

Asian countries for the achievement of agenda 2030’s goals of making partnership, regional cooperation, prosperity, stability and 

overall sustainable development. Formulation and implementation of conducive, robust, pragmatic and vigorous policies increases the 

chances of making cooperation and dealing with the emerging and long pending issues. Bilateral and multilateral relationships in South 

Asian region has been facing the challenges of conflicts, disputes and wars for a very long period. Various types of challenges such as 

territorial disputes, terrorism, illegal migration, poverty and backwardness are also the cause of concern. In this paper it has also been 

attempted to explain and analyse the changing circumstances after the adoption of LPG model.  In Short it can be said that South Asian 

countries are trying their best to resolve the pending and emerging issues and move forward on the line of sustainable development 

goals (SDGs), as such there has always been the problem of the lack of vigorous, robust and pragmatic policies since very earlier. Thus 

it has become imperative for the present activists, leaders, administrators and the formulators of policies to formulate and implement 

policies appropriately to meet the present needs without compromising the needs of future generation.    
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