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Abstract 

 This is prevalent that border areas particularly the open border areas bear some special features. The 

population structure is consisted of multi-communities in terms of religion, language etc.  Internal and 

international migration is very common in these areas.  Due to this reason, several changes are observed in 

the open border areas.  Indo-Nepal border areas in tarai region in Darjeeling District of west Bengal is not 

exceptional in this connection. In this area, the earlier migrants or indigenous people were mainly depended 

on agriculture.  But due to the changes in population structure many of them have lost or are losing some of 

their traditional occupations and some of them have adopted some new occupations.  Therefore, efforts have 

been made to understand the changes that are occurred in their occupational life. This study is mainly based 

on Primary data which have been collected through field work in Chhoto Dilsaram Jote and Dulal Jote villages 

located very adjacent to the Indo-Nepal border line which passes through the tarai region in Darjeeling District 

of West Bengal. Some secondary data have been collected from books, census reports etc.  It is mainly a 

quantitative study and the data have been arranged through descriptive as well as exploratory design.  

Keywords:  Agriculture, border, evolution, migration, occupation.  

Introduction 

North Bengal, at present a narrow strip of land at a short distance from the Chinese border connects two 

divisions of India as a vital point in the bottom of the Himalayas. It is surrounded by Nepal, Sikkim and Bhutan 

in the north, Assam in the east and Bangladesh and rest of West Bengal in the south and Bihar in the west .This 

location has provided her a special place of strategic importance. Since the time immemorial, North Bengal has 

been serving as the eastern gateway for the passage and the communication of people, commodities and ideas 

between the Indian sub-continent in the west and Assam, Burma, China and other parts of South Asia in the 

east. This is situated in the centre of the network of national highway connecting different civilizations through 

the inland mountain routes (Bhattacharyya and Mukherjee, 1987). More recently, the portion of West Bengal 

from Ganges on the south and the Himalayas on the north is physically called “North Bengal” within the state 

http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcspub.org                                          © 2022 IJCSPUB | Volume 12, Issue 3 September 2022 | ISSN: 2250-1770 

IJCSP22C1241 International Journal of Current Science (IJCSPUB) www.ijcspub.org 137 
 

of West Bengal. It consists of seven districts viz. Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri, Coochbehar, Alipurduar, North 

Dinajpur, South Dinajpur and Malda. Mountains, valleys, undulated foothills and the plains covered by forests 

and agricultural lands, criss-crossed by rivers and streams have given the place a natural background of unique 

character. North Bengal is considered to be a place of floral, faunal, ethnic, lingual and cultural diversity. The 

region of North Bengal is very important to the travelers, tourists, and researchers not only for its natural wealth 

but also for its people and their culture. North Bengal occupies about one fourth portion of West Bengal. The 

population structure of North Bengal consists of various indigenous as well as immigrant communities like 

Rajbanshi, Poliya, Beldar, Bhunmali, Dosad, Gondi, Mal, Mushahar, Nuniya, Kami, Dami, Namasudra, Lepcha, 

Bhutia, Nepali groups. During the census year of 1991, the total population was 1,20,36,292.   On the basis of 

religion the population structure is characterized by Hindu, Muslim, Christian, Buddhist, and Animist 

communities (Bose, 1998). The number of population is in gradual increase. According to the census of 2001, 

the population is 1,47,24,940. 

A very few scholars have contributed to the studies of border villages like Swarup and Singh (1988), Bhowmick 

(1976), Samaddar (1999). In the context of trans-border ethnic movement and consequent ethnicity and political 

instability of contemporary times, it is desirable that an intensive anthropological and sociological study of the 

frontier areas must be taken into consideration. Recently, North Bengal is bounded by three international 

borders viz Indo-Nepal, Indo-Bhutan, and Indo-Bangladesh. The social dynamics of these frontier areas are 

quite-complex in nature. Because, due to open border system, the incoming and outgoing of people in the 

frontier areas are quite continuous.  The frontier areas are the meeting ground of various groups of people and 

their relationship is designed by reciprocal as well as conflicting pattern. Even the frontier areas have been the 

evidence of various illegitimate activities like political instability, smuggling, kidnapping, disturbance of law 

and order, cow-stealing and some other anti-social activities. The border study has a very wide scope in 

contemporary social science research. Because in recent times, due to various reasons, international migration is 

very often notified, this is leading to form ethnic disturbance in frontier villages. This new social formation has 

generated a unique pattern of inter-ethnic relations which is reflected through ethnicity and trans-border 

movements. It is desirable that a socio-economic study of border villages is very necessary both for academic as 

well as politico-administrative and developmental reasons. But unfortunately the study of border villages in 

Himalayan and sub-Himalayan areas of North Bengal is significantly lacking. The Indo-Nepal frontier areas are 

the important places where the non-Nepali and Nepali people are living together. Due to their interaction, the 

socio-economic, political and cultural lives of both the communities are changing. In the present study, the 

frontier areas located very near to Indo-Nepal border line have many villages and villagers, with their own 

economic, socio-political and cultural life, and they face many changes in their established relationship. Some 

aspects are losing their importance and some are existing with increased importance or new type of social 

formation is being emerged. They are occurring due to some special reasons. The sociologists and social 

anthropologists do not show their much attention in this field. 

Objectives of the study: 

 Attempts have been made to highlight the following issues as its main objectives.  These are: 

1. To reveal the traditional occupation practiced by the people living in the areas under study. 

2. To highlight the changes in the traditional occupation life of the people of the areas under study.  

3. To point out the factors of the changes. 

 4. To understand the nature of the change.  
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Methodology: 

 Locale of the Study: The study has grown out of field research in Chhoto Dilsaram Jote and Dulal Jote 

villages which are located very near to the Indo-Nepal border line in Indian frontier areas. These two villages 

are located in Indian frontier areas of North Bengal in the state of West Bengal. Both the villages are consisted 

by multi-ethnic groups. The village Chhoto Dilsaram Jote has the Rajbanshis, the Santals and other Hindu caste 

groups (i.e. Potters and Hindu agricultural caste). The village Dulal Jote is also formed by multi-ethnic groups. 

They are the Nepalese, the Rajbanshis, the Haris and the Lepchas.  

Universe of the Study:  All the families found in Chhoto Dilsaram Jote and Dulal Jote villages are considered 
for detailed study.  Their traditional and present occupations have also been studied in this respect.  

Methods Used:  This is mainly a quantitative study. The secondary data have been collected from various 
secondary sources like books, journals, census reports etc. Some quantitative data have been gathered from 
the two villages through observation, interview and case study methods and questionnaire; household 
schedules have also been used.     

Changes through History 

 The society in the border area is not static rather it is more dynamic in nature than other non-border areas. 

The dynamics or changes are observed in different areas of livelihoods of the people living in the border 

villages under study. This frontier area basically six to ten decades before was sparsely inhabited by human 

beings. The different animals like monkey, donkey, snakes and others were the major living beings and a large 

part of this area was covered by jungles of different trees and shrubs. The people living in this area were not 

free from different diseases .The black fever and different skin diseases were the enemy of the people living in 

this area. The changes in the population structure started mainly after sixties. A large number of the families 

of different communities started to migrate in this area after the Naxalbari Movement and the frequent 

landslides in hill areas in Darjeeling district. It is found that before the sixties the population structure of this 

area was consisted of the Rajbanshis and some tribal communities like the Santals, the Mundas and the Haris. 

The Nepalese and the Bengalees came to this village much later. Initially the people feared to settle in this 

area but presently this area has been the living ground of the peoples of different communities. For this 

reason a special type of socio-cultural relationship has been developed in this area. Here the social 

relationship developed in this area may be termed as pluralistic society and in terms of culture it may be called 

as multi-culture. Here it is very hard to consider a particular community as non-migrant. Presently the villages 

have been living place ofof both the migrant and non-migrant people. It is mentioned in the table no-1 that 

there are more than 50 percent migrant families live in the village named Chhoto Dilsaram Jote. Here the 

people have come to this village through different levels of migration. The levels of migration are migration 

from other villages, migration from other districts, migration from other states, and migration from other 

countries. The numbers of the families migrated through those levels are 15 or 21.16 percent, 11 or 15.50 

percent, 2 or 2.81 percent and 10 or 14.08 percent respectively.  
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Table no.1: Distribution of Families of Different Communities in Chhoto Dilsaram Jote on the Basis of Migration. 

        Communities 

Levels of Migration  

 

 

Santals (%) Rajbanshis (%) Other Hindu caste groups (Banik) 
(%) 

Total (%) 

Migration from other villages 05 (38.46) 

 

10 (18.51) 00 15 (21.16) 

Migration from other districts 02 (15.38) 07 (12.96) 02 (50.00) 11 (15.50) 

Migration from other States 01 (7.69 01 (1.85) 00 02 (2.81) 

Migration from other countries 02 (15.38) 06 (11.11) 02 (50.00) 10 (14.08) 

Total Migrants 10 (76.81) 24 (44.33) 04 (100) 38 (53.45) 

Non-Migrant/ Early Migrant 03 (23.19) 30 (55.67) 00  33 (46.55) 

Total 13 (100) 54 (100) 04 (100) 71 (100) 

Similarly in case of the village named Dulal Jote it is found that the population structure is mainly consisted of 

the migrant families. Here the number of the migrant families is 83 or 77.57 percent and the number of the non-

migrant or early migrant families is 24 or 22.43 percent. The people of migrant families have come to this 

village through different levels of migration. Thses are migration from other villages, migration from other 

districts, migration from other states and migration from other countries. The numbers of the migrant families 

immigrated  through the above  levels of migration are 59 or 55.14 percent, 5 or 4.67 percent, 3 or 2.80 percent 

and 16.96 percent respectively.  

Table no.2: Distribution of Families of Different Communities in Dulal Jote on the Basis of Levels of Migration. 

Levels of Migration Communities 

 

 

Total 

(%) 
Nepalese (%) Rajbanshis (%) Haris (%) Lepchas (%) Other Hindu Caste Groups 

(%) 

Migration from other Villages 48 (65.75) 10 (37.04) 00 

 

01 (100) 00 

 

59 (55.14) 

Migration from other Districts 02 (2.74) 02 (7.40) 00 

 

00 

 

01 (100) 05(4.67) 

Migration from other  States 03 (4.11) 00 00 

 

00 

 

00 

 

03 (2.80) 

Migration from other countries 13 (17.81%) 03  (11.11%) 00 

 

00 

 

00 

 

16 (14.96) 

Total migrants 66 (90.41) 15 (55.55) 00 

 

01 (100) 01 (100) 83 (77.57) 

Non-migrant Or Early migrant 07 (9.59) 12 (44.45) 05 (100) 00 

 

00 

 

24 (22.43) 

Total 73 (100) 27 (100) 05 (100) 01 (100) 01 (100) 107 100) 

The villages are created on the lands provided by the Rajbanshi land owners. The names of these villages are 

symbolic to the community. Chhoto Dilsaram Jote is created on the lands given by Dilsaram Das who was a 

local Rajbanshi jotedar and the lands of Dulal Jote were also given by a local Rajbanshi jotedar named Dulal 

Singha. Both the jotedars are not alive. Presently the Rajbanshis are not in their previous land holding position.  
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Occupational Change 

In the field of economy, it is found that the agriculture was the main occupation or the main source of income of 

the people living in the villages under study and the families were mainly depended on single occupation for 

their livelihood. But presently this situation has changed largely. The diversification of economic activities is 

one of the important economic changes occurred in the villages located in this frontier area. Presently the 

villagers are not restricted to their traditional occupations only. They accept some new occupations also. These 

new occupations accepted by the villagers are government service, driving, rickshaw pulling, work of labour 

contractor, masonry, work at bus syndicate at Panitanki more, business, work at factory in other states, like 

Delhi, Gujarat etc. It is already mentioned that in case of Chhoto Dilsaram Jote it is found that the villagers of 

almost all the communities are engaged in several economic activities found in local and nearby areas. Here the 

participation of the villagers in other than agriculture is a fact. Table no.3 shows that in the village 34 or 47.89 

percent families are depended on agriculture and 37 or 52.11 percent families are depended on other economic 

activities like agricultural labour, rickshaw pulling, business, government service, work at petrol pump, tea 

garden labour etc. The participation of the people in other than agricultural activities is observed among almost 

all the communities living in this village. Among the Rajbanshis the numbers of families participated in 

agriculture and other than agriculture are 24 or 44.44 percent and 30 or 55.56 percent respectively and among 

the Santals the numbers of the families accepted agriculture and other than agriculture are 9 or 69.23 percent 

and 4 or 30.77 percent respectively.  

Table no.3: Distribution of Families of Different Communities in Chhoto Dilsaram Jote on the Basis of their Major Economic Activities. 

Economic 

Activities 

Communities  

              Total (%) Santals (%) Rajbanshis (%) Other Hindu Caste Groups (Banik)(%) 

Agriculture 9 (69.23) 24 (44.44) 01 (25) 34 (47.89) 

Agricultural 

Lobour 

3 (23.07) 11 (20.37) 00  14 (19.71) 

Agr.Activities 12 (92.31) 35 (64.81) 01  (25) 48 (67.61) 

Rickshaw pulling 00 

 

10 (18.51) 00  10 (14.08) 

Business 00 

 

01 (1.85) 02 (50) 03 (4.22) 

Govt. Service 00 02 (3.70) 00  02 (2.81) 

Other activities 01 (7.69) 06 (11.11) 01 (25) 08 (11.26) 

Non-agricultural Activities 01 (7.69) 19 (35.19) 03 (75) 23 (32.39) 

Total 13 (100) 54 (100) 04 (100) 71 (100) 

 

In case of Dulal Jote more or less similar situation is observed. Table no. 4 shows that in this village the 

numbers of families depended on agriculture and other than agriculture are 60 or 56.07 percent and 47 or 43.93 

percent respectively. The community wise participation in those activities is as follows. The numbers of 

families of the Rajbanshis depended on agriculture and other than agriculture are 6 or 22.22 percent and 21 or 

77.78 percent respectively and the numbers of families among the Nepalese are 54 or 73.97 percent and 19 or 

26.03 percent respectively in the above activities.   
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Table no.4: Distribution of Families of Different Communities in Dulal Jote on the Basis of Their Major 

Economic Activities. 

Occupation                                      Communities Total 

(%) 
Rajbanshis (%) Nepalese (%) Haris (%) Lepchas (%) Other Hindu Caste Groups 

(%) 

Agriculture 06 (22.22) 54 (73.97) 00  00  00 60 (56.0) 

Ag.Labour 03 (11.11) 00  00 00 

 

00 

 

03 (2.80) 

Ag.Occupation 09 (33.33) 54 (73.97) 00 00  00  63 (58.8) 

Wage labour 04 (14.81) 02 (2.73) 02 (40.0) 00  00  08 (7.47) 

Rickshaw 

Pulling 

07 (25.93) 00  03 (60.0) 00  00  10 (9.34) 

Business 05 (18.53) 05 (6.84) 00  00  00  10 (9.34) 

Service 01 (3.70) 06 (8.23) 00  01 (100) 01 (100) 09 (8.41) 

Other Occupations 01 (3.70) 06 (8.23) 00  00  00  07 (6.54) 

Non-Agr. 

Occupations 

18 (66.67) 19 (26.03) 05 (100) 01 (100) 01 (100) 44 (42.03) 

Total 27 (100) 73 (100) 05 (100) 01 (100) 01 (100) 107 (100) 

Previously, a large number of the villagers did not know about illegal cross-border trading activity but presently 

the participation in illegal cross-border trading activities (i.e. participation in carrying goods illegally through 

the Mechi River and roads) gets much popularity among some of the villagers living in the villages under study. 

In case of business the vegetables, rice, and battle leaves play important role in cross-border trading activities. It 

is found that due to diversification of economic activities the development in agriculture is not very much 

remarkable in this area mainly in the villages under study. But the changes in varieties of production have been 

started. And at the same time the introduction of new agricultural tools and techniques like pump sets, spray 

machines etc for irrigation and protection of products, use of high yielding seeds, have been started by some of 

the rich agricultural families. Presently some of the cultivators produce different vegetables like brinjals, 

tomatoes, chilies, potatoes etc for selling purpose. It is informed that the cultivators previously cultivated those 

products for households’ consumption mainly. But now the orientation has changed from the household 

consumption to market orientation. Previously no shop was found in both the villages. But presently there are 

tea shops, grocery shops, found within the village boundary and some have shops located in Panitanki market. 

Another important change in economic life of the people is the gradual lessoning of land holding size. It is said 

that there were some jotedar Rajbanshi families in Chhoto Dilsharam Jote and in some nearby villages .They 

have large amount of lands under their possession. They donated lands for different purposes in different 

periods. Even some villagers have been named by the Rajbanshi donators. But presently the size of land holding 

has been lessoned very much. In case of Chhoto Disarm Jote it is found that the number of the small size land 

holding families is larger than the number of families having some more amounts of lands. From the table no. 5 

it is found that the number of families having lands from 1to 6 bighas is 58 or 83.09 percent and the number of 
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the families having lands from 6 to 18 bighas is 12 or 16.91 percent. And more or less similar situation is 

observed among almost all the communities living in this village.  

Table no.5: Distribution of the Fmilies of the Different Communities in Chhoto Dilsaram Jote on the Basis of 

the Possession of land. 

Size of land (In bighas)* Communities       Total (%) 

Rajbanshis (%) Santals (%) Other Hindu Caste Groups 
(%) 

0 – 1 28(51.85) 

 

04 (30.77) 01 (25.00) 33 (46.48) 

1 – 3 03 (5.56) 04 (30.77) 01 (25.00) 08 (11.26) 

3 – 6 13 (24.07) 03 (23.08) 02(50.00) 18 (25.35) 

6 – 9 03 (5.56) 01 (7.69) 00 (00) 04 (5.63) 

9 – 12 02 (3.70) 00 (00) 00 (00) 02 (2.81) 

12 – 15 03 (5.56) 01 (7.69) 00 (00 ) 04 (5.63) 

15 – 18 02 (3.76) 00 (00) 00 (00) 02 (2.81) 

Total 54 (100) 13 (100) 04 (100) 71 (100) 

* 1 bigha indicates 33 decimal. 

In case of inter generational occupational mobility it is not easy to say that there is only the upward or 

downward mobility is followed among the villagers living in the villages. A large number of people of both the 

villages have accepted some occupations of low status like rickshaw pulling, etc. and some people have 

accepted high prestigious occupations like government service, work at bus syndicate, work at petrol pump etc. 

Here it will be better to say that both the upward and downward mobility are occurred among the villagers 

living in both the villages. 

The economic role of the women is very important. It is found that previously the women of some of the 

communities living in the villages did not work outside their houses. They took part in household works mainly. 

But now-a-days, the participation of the women is not limited in household works only. The some women of 

almost all the communities take part in agricultural activities inside and outside of their houses. They work as 

agricultural labourers also. Beside the plantation of paddy, they take part in the cultivation of maize, chilly, 

potatoes and some other vegetables. Here both the married and unmarried females of some families take part in 

those economic activities. Here a large number of women can do many agricultural activities except ploughing. 

Even the role of women in maintaining the livestock is also important. Actually the traditional concept of 

division of labour between male and female is not maintained here. 

Factors of Change  

From the above discussion it is observed that many changes are occurred in the socio-cultural, economic, life of 

the people living in the villages located in this frontier area under study. In most of the cases the changes have 

brought some positive as well as negative impacts upon the society. It is found that due to land encroachment of 

the Mechi River many families of a village named Antaram Jote have been alienated from their lands and they 

came to Chhoto Dilsaram Jote. In this way the number of the population of Chhoto Dilsaram Jote increased 

largely in one hand and on the other hand, due to this migration of the population in this village, occupational 

diversity is occurred in this area. Due to this migration of the families, many of the people accepted some other 

non-agricultural occupations like rickshaw pulling, driving of truck and maruti and some small business on 

betel leafs and nuts etc. Therefore it can be said that it has brought positive change for the village Chhoto 

Dilsaram Jote and it brings negative change for the families which have been alienated from the lands and have 

been bound to accept the low prestigious occupation for their livelihood. Therefore, it is very clear that each 
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change produces some results in society. It is also right that every change is the result of a factor or combination 

of some factors; no change is produced without any factor or factors. The factors in bringing changes in 

economic life of the people living in this frontier area discussed bellow. 

Physically this area is located very near to the Indo-Nepal Border line in Darjeeling District of West Bengal. 

Here the border line acts as an important source of bringing changes in this frontier area. Due to the nearness of 

the border line this area has been a meeting ground of various groups of peoples. Gradually the settlement of the 

various groups of the people have been started in this area and due to this reason the demographic structure of 

this area has been changing fast. It is also found that due to frequent landslides in hill areas in Darjeeling 

District, many Nepali people have migrated to this area.  

Due to the physical and demographic structure of the villages, the people have accepted some new occupations 

very easily. Many people have accepted work at bus syndicate, work of labor contractor, rickshaw pulling, and 

business on vegetables, betel leafs etc in one  hand and on the other hand they are losing their traditional 

occupations. Even due to the increase of the population in this villages adjacent to the border line, many people 

have participated in illegal border trading activities. 

In this frontier area due to open border system, immigration is a very normal fact and by the immigration of the 

people, many cultural groups have come to this area and settled. Thus to meet their daily need, the people of the 

different cultures have come in contact with each other. In this way, assimilation of the cultures has happened in 

this area. Here the people get the chance of meeting with many cultures. The mixing of cultures is spontaneous. 

Thus mixing of cultures has developed a composite culture in this area and society has been turned into 

pluralistic in nature. 

Communication in this frontier area is not very developed. Here only one road reaches to Nepal through 

Panitanki Market. Beside this road the people use the Mechi River for communication of goods illegally whole 

year except the rainy season. This kind of easy communication and the poor economic condition of the families 

living in this area impelled or compelled the people to accept illegal trading activities as a source of income.  

Nature of Change   

Changes occurred in the life of the people living in this frontier area under study is reformative or 

corrective in nature. Total or revolutionary change is not observed .Most of the cases the people accept new 

things not leaving the old or traditional characteristics. Changes in some cases are happened very fast and in 

some cases it is occurred slowly. In the cases of the food-habit, dress-pattern, occupation, language and 

adoption of modern amenities, changes are fast. Here some of the local people are presently using some new 

dresses like mighty for women, pants, shirts, towel, jacket very easily. Similarly, taking of some food items like 

momo, chowmin are happened very fast. The use of Motor Bike, T.V, Radio, C.D, D.V.D etc has also been 

accepted very fast. More or less similar situation is observed in using ornaments.  

Concluding Observation 

 From the above findings, it can be concluded that the Indo Nepal-Border area which is located in Northern Part 

of West Bengal is very much important for its location and commercial activities.  The people living in this area 

were earlier mainly depended on agricultural activities.  But due to changing population structure, several 

changes have been followed in economic and socio-cultural life. It is found that though agriculture remains as 

an important occupation, but at the same time, many other occupations like richshow pulling, work at petrol 

pump and bus syndicate, business have been introduced in the traditional occupational life of the people  living 

in the villages under study.  Different factors like land slide in the hill areas, land encroachment by the Mechi 

river, migration of people from different areas of India and other countries like Bangladesh and Nepal etc. acted 

as the factors in bringing changes in the occupational structure of the people. The change is evolutionary in 

nature.  
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