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ABSTRACT 

The purpose of this research was to determine if and how illicit mining affected student achievement at 

Nkawkaw Senior High School. There was a descriptive survey format used for this investigation. We used a 

questionnaire with a reliability coefficient of.80 to collect information from participants in the field. A total of 

108 students were selected or involved in the study from various programmes of study at Nkawkaw SHS. The 

students were chosen using a stratified sampling method to provide a fair representation of each group. Statistics 

such as frequencies, percentages, averages, and standard deviations were used to analyse and present the study's 

findings. According to the findings, most students believe that factors such as not having enough money or not 

getting the school supplies they want, living in close proximity to mining sites, the inability of their parents to 

meet their social and educational needs, and the influence of their peers all contribute to their involvement in 

illegal mining. The majority of the students surveyed knew that illegal mining had a negative impact on their 

academic performance, and they knew that it led to things like pupils missing class, being too tired to complete 

homework, dropping out of school, and performing poorly on tests. According to the results, most students think 

the following measures will help reduce the number of students engaging in illegal mining and its detrimental 

effects on academic performance. In order to reduce poverty, which has so many root causes, it was suggested 

that authorities give teachers more authority. 

 

Keywords: Mining, Students, Academic Performance, School 

Introduction  

Ghana, like many other countries in sub-Saharan Africa, has a long and illustrious history of being 

endowed with mineral resources. Mining in Ghana has developed into a substantial economic activity over the 

course of many years as a result of the country's huge mineral reserves. A wide variety of other industrial 

minerals, in addition to gold, diamonds, bauxite, iron, limestone, and salt, were also extracted from the ground. 

There is also an increasing possibility for commercial gas and oil extraction, with substantial announcements of 

off-shore oil finds made in June of 2017. (Akabzaa, 2017). During the time of the colonial administration, the 
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governors had a tendency to discourage small-scale entrepreneurial persons while they encouraged large-scale 

corporations that were based in Britain. Gold mining operations have been going on for many years in regions 

such as Nkawkaw, Obuasi, Konongo, Bibiani, Ayamfuri, and Iduapriem, with Obuasi becoming the country's 

primary supply of gold. Iduapriem was also an important supplier of gold (Ayensu, 2012).  

There are a number of miners working on a modest scale who are attempting, in conjunction with and 

with the support of multinational corporations, to turn their claims into mechanised mines. Mineral resources 

offer countries that already possess them a competitive advantage in their efforts to advance their economies. 

The sector's resources and growth have potential as inputs for comprehensive sustainable development if they 

are used properly. Mining still has a direct or indirect negative effect on the lives of children, more specifically 

on their education by pulling them out of the classroom and into the labour market. Despite the economic strides 

made by mining in Ghana, and despite the prioritisation of economic considerations given by governments, 

along with the corporate social and environmental responsibilities performed by the mining industry, mining still 

has an adverse effect on the lives of children. 

 According to Thorsen (2012), it is estimated that one third of all children in West and Central Africa are 

working full- or part-time, paid or unpaid jobs. These jobs might be in any industry. In the mines, many of these 

children are engaged in activities that are risky and potentially destructive. Even if the profession is not 

inherently dangerous, many children who work do not have access to schooling or quit school because their 

parents cannot afford to pay the opportunity costs associated with keeping their children in school while they are 

not employed. However, there are youngsters who are able to successfully juggle their responsibilities at school 

with a job, and doing so can allow them to stay in school. In spite of this, children who work in mining sites may 

struggle to stay up with their schoolwork for a variety of reasons, including the strenuous physical labour and 

long hours that they are required to put in. According to the findings of a survey that was carried out in 2007 by 

the Talensi-Nabdam District Assembly of Ghana, as many as 658 children who were meant to be in school or 

learning various trades were instead working in mines. 

 In order to remove gold dust from the pounded rocks that are recovered from the mines, the miners make 

use of the services of youngsters. The fact that these students, rather than making their way to classrooms, make 

their way to mines explains why the district has seen a deterioration in their performance at the Basic Education 

Certificate Examination (BECE) level (Glover, 2010). There is no denying the undeniable reality that a sizeable 

amount of capital has been put toward the expansion of elementary and secondary educational opportunities 

across the nation. Despite this, there are questions over whether or not these activities are in fact having the 

effect that was intended. Policymakers concerned with international children's rights have, over the course of 

several decades, also launched a multitude of education-related initiatives with the objective of removing 

children from the labour market (Okyere, 2012). 

 The effects of small-scale mining, according to the Ghana water corporation, resulted in a skyrocketing 

increase of approximately 200 percent in the cost of treating the nation's water supply. The Eastern Region of 

Ghana is a mineral-rich region that is endowed with various precious minerals such as gold and diamond. In 

spite of this dilemma, there are several beneficial socio-economic benefits that result from the issuance of 

mining permits to small-scale miners. The Akan people are the most numerous in the area, and their language, 

Akuapen Twi, is spoken by the vast majority of people there. It is anticipated that there are 2,925,653 people 

living in this region (National Statistical Service, 2021). This research endeavour intends to assess the socio-

economic impact of providing mining licences to small-scale miners in mining communities within the Eastern 

Region of Ghana. The primary economic activity that the people are engaged in is farming. 

 The problem known as the "resource curse" affects a great number of developing nations in sub-Saharan 

Africa. These nations have an abundance of natural resources. At the Nkawkaw Senior High School in the 

Kwahu South District, there was a manifestation on the effects of small-scale mining activities on education that 

was held under the auspices of a children's education forum. Mr. Darko Mensah, the acting Director of the 

Inspectorate at the Ghana Education Service (GES), stated that in a study that was carried out in one of the 

schools in 2018, seven out of fourteen students who sat for the Basic Education Certificate Examination (BECE) 

passed and gained admission into Senior Schools, whereas in 2011, out of the 44 students who sat for the 

examination, only five passed. This was a significant improvement from 2011, when only five students passed 

out of a total of 44 students who s According to the findings of the study, students who had enrolled to take the 

examination in 2012 chose not to take the mock exams and also excused themselves from class so that they may 

participate in small-scale mining activities (Mensah, 2012). 
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 The most notable of these mining-related issues that are causing great worry in the area are the rising 

rates of school dropouts and the poor academic performance of children while they are still enrolled in school, as 

well as alcoholism and pregnancy rates among teenagers who are still in school. The majority of the children 

involved come from economically disadvantaged backgrounds. They begin mining on a part-time basis initially 

to assist them in paying for and purchasing petty things for school; however, many of them end up not returning 

to school at all due to the fact that the allure of making money appears to be more appealing to them than the 

perception of remaining in school for an extended period of time. On June 3, 2009, at Kenyasi, at another 

conference organised by Action Aid, the District Director of Education stated that approximately 201 school 

children were absent themselves from school days in order to conduct various types of job in small-scale mining 

activities (also known as galamsey) sites. In the previous academic year 2017/2018, approximately 14 girls were 

truants, and 21 girls became pregnant and later dropped out of school as a result of the trend, which is disturbing 

and appears to be uncontrollable. These outcomes occurred as a direct result of the pattern (Ammanor, 2019). It 

has been the subject of a number of studies, although not in the context of the present-day geographical location. 

In light of all of this, we came to the conclusion that we needed to carry out this investigation. 

Research Questions  

The study seeks to answer the following questions;   

1. What are the causes of students‟ involvement in small-scale mining activities?   

2. What are the effects of students‟ involvement in small-scale mining activities on their academic 

performance?  

3. What are the available strategies to curb students‟ involvement in small-scale mining activities 

and their adverse effect on academic performance?  
Theoretical Framework  

The Constructivist theory, which was developed by Lev Vygotsky, lends support to the research. The 

concept that humans are capable of constructing their own knowledge by comprehending the data to which they 

have access is the foundation of the constructivism theory. The theory of Vygotsky, which is also known as 

social constructivism, proposes that children are socialised and developed through cooperative activity and 

learning that takes place as a result of being educated and socialised in their environments. Within the scope of 

this investigation, the knowledgeable individual acts in either the capacity of instructor or facilitator. Students 

are able to perceive and pay attention, and their memory capacities are modified by the social context, culture, 

religion, and language they are exposed to because of the help supplied by individuals who are more 

knowledgeable (teachers). Vygotsky was of the opinion that in order for knowledge to be produced, it was 

necessary for learning to take place in school within a relevant context at the same time that learning was taking 

place in the actual world (Ozer, 2014). Active learning and collaboration among students is encouraged by the 

idea, with the discovery process being supported both by the instructor and by the students themselves. 

Meaning of Small-Scale Mining Activities  

Small-scale mining operations are typically carried out on the surface, deposits close to the surface, or 

near the surface. These operations require relatively minimal waste or overburden removal, straightforward 

metallurgy, and straightforward access. The majority of these procedures also entail the use of mercury (Hilson, 

2011). According to Berger (2012), it is distinguished by the following characteristics: one-man operations; 

various forms of leasing or distributing where miners either share the profit with the owner of the concession or 

sell the mineral to the owner of the concession at an agreed price; joint ventures and co-operatives; hired labour 

based on wages payments; distribution and sales commonly involve middlemen who after selling to the world 

markets; joint ventures and co-operatives; hired labour based on wages payments; distribution and sales 

commonly involve middlemen who after selling The landscape of Ghana is marked by a number of gold belts. 

The Birimian gold is located in the first belt, which has a width of approximately 15–40 kilometres. Gold of the 

Birimian period can be found in the supra-crustal rocks of West African countries that reach from Ghana. 

 The modern Ghanaian small-scale mining operations business brings in significant sums of money 

thanks to the mineral-rich contents of the Ghanaian soil. Consequently, the industry is growing rapidly. A 

significant quantity of gold, either in the form of tiny particles or lumps, is extracted from locations all 

throughout the country that engage in small-scale mining activities (Appiah, 2018). Because even a small 

portion of it could sell for millions of cedis, the participation of the younger generation is essential. Pickaxes, 

shovels, mattocks, sluice boxes, and cutlasses are some examples of the relatively simple tools that are used in 
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Ghana's small-scale mining operations. In certain situations, automated technology, such as washing plants and 

Honda water pumps, as well as explosives, are utilised (Hilson, 2011). 

 However, despite the presence of such mechanised equipment, small-scale mining activity locations still 

function in a somewhat crude manner. Panning for gold is the final step in the illegal gold mining process, which 

generally consists of the following steps: crushing the ore into pebbles or powder at various stages, washing the 

crushed sediments with a washing blanket or by hand along riverbanks in order to separate the mineral, and 

panning for gold (Hilson, 2011). Gravity concentration is typically the method of choice for illicit miners when 

it comes to the processing of ores (Aryee, Ntibery, & Atorkui, 2013). This refers to the use of mineral particles 

by sorting the relative density, particle size, form, and differences in the medium (water, air, or other relative 

density) in the rate and direction of movement so that they are distinct from one another so that the beneficiation 

procedures can be utilised. 

School Attendance and Academic Performance  

According to the International Labour Organization (ILO), the number of minors working in mining is on 

the rise. Because of its connections to many of the worst forms of child labour on the African continent, which 

has become increasingly clear, child labour in the mining industry has emerged as a focal point of concern in 

recent years. Children work in mining for a variety of reasons, including the breakdown of their families as a 

result of war, conflict, or war-related poverty or HIV/AIDS; traditional expectations of children as income 

earners; neglect and premature independence from parental control; and traditional expectations of children. As 

part of a larger body of research including multiple nations, IPEC-ILO has conducted a number of very in-depth 

studies on the issue of child labour in Ghana. Local communities that are located on the periphery of mines have 

experienced and are continuing to endure varying degrees of negative impacts as a result of mining operations. 

Inadequate housing, high rates of teenage unemployment, increased rates of school dropouts, increased rates of 

prostitution, and increased rates of drug misuse have also been cited as causes for concern in relation to the 

mining boom. 

 It is difficult to get an accurate count of the number of children who are participating in mining and 

quarrying activities due to the subsector's location in remote areas, its informal nature, and its mobility. Despite 

this, the International Labor Organization (ILO) believes that there are around 900,000 youngsters between the 

ages of 5 and 17 years old who are employed in mines and quarries. According to the findings of Saiduddin 

(2013)'s research on children in junior high schools, there is a positive association between academic 

achievement and regular school attendance. Moore (2015) says that the findings of his research indicate that 

higher rates of class attendance are associated with higher levels of academic success, and that the stresses 

placed on the academic recompense of class attendance are also effective. Gump (2015) found a strong inverse 

relationship between the number of absences a student had and their overall grade. In addition, he asserts that it 

is necessary for educators to encourage student attendance in the classroom and that students who have 

academic aspirations should attend class regularly. According to Marburger (2016), there is a connection 

between regular attendance and successful achievement on standardised tests. 

Causes of Students’ Involvement in Small-Scale Mining Activities  

Poverty is the main reason schoolchildren work in mines, according to Thorsen (2012). Mining helps 

rural families diversify. Many farmers become impoverished if mining companies acquire their farmlands 

without recompense. Some families and students mine to avoid famine. If there are few other ways to get 

money, students' labour may help feed the family. Working in the mines can help families with sick or disabled 

parents feed themselves. Hentschel (2012) stated that poverty drives child labour in mining because families 

cannot afford school supplies, clothing, or food. Mwami, Sanga, and Nyoni (2012) also attributed student child 

labour to poverty. Parents, students, and district officials said poverty drove children to labour in the mines to 

support their families and education. 

 Thorsen (2012) adds that rural villages lack public education and health facilities, which Hentschel also 

noticed (2012). Without other possibilities, students may work in mines. The IHRC (2019) research states that 

students drift into mining sites due to a lack of inexpensive and accessible basic education and the extreme 

poverty of mining communities, which forces parents to put students to work to supplement poor household 

incomes. Thorsen (2012) also argues that some younger pupils play in mining sites while their mothers or older 

siblings watch them. This may be due to a lack of daycare away from the mining site or a requirement for the 

whole family to work to make ends meet. It may also be based on the assumption that kids learn via working. 

Students usually work in quarries and mines with a parent or relative. 
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Effect of Students’ Involvement in Small-Scale Mining Activities on Academic Performance  

School-going students who also work are adversely affected in all areas of their personality, which 

negatively impacts their performance and retention in school. Child labour and high dropout rates hurt school 

enrollment. According to an ILO report (2012), about half of all schoolchildren work. Canagarajah and 

Coulombe (2017) state that child labour disrupts education by preventing pupils from performing their 

assignments or making them too tired to concentrate in class. In a Ghanaian study briefing paper, UNICEF 

(2017) found that labour hurts language and maths learning. Akabayashi and Psacharopoulos (2019) found that 

Tanzanian working students spend less time studying, which affects maths and reading test performance. 

 Gibbons, Huebler, and Loaiza (2015) found that child labour, including child mining, increases repeat 

and dropout rates. Heady (2013) agreed that working Ghanaian students spent an average of one hour per week 

less in school. This indicates a high likelihood of school dropout and poor academic achievement. Ray and 

Geoffrey (2013) found that each hour of pay labour by students reduces educational achievement by more than 

one year. Feigben (2010) showed the severe competition between child labour, school attendance, and 

proficiency, the worst consequence. Feigben claimed that pupils put to work do not accumulate (or under-

accumulate) human capital, missing the chance to boost productivity and earnings. This lowers their future 

families' wages and raises their children's likelihood of working. This perpetuates poverty and child labour. 

Child labour stops kids from gaining the skills and knowledge they need for a better future, generates a cycle of 

poverty, and hurts national economies by reducing competitiveness, productivity, and potential income. 

 Early labour force enrollment reduces lifetime wages by 13–20%, increasing the likelihood of poverty 

later in life, according to Feigben (2010). Students' labour and human capital accumulation tradeoff is well 

accepted. Full-time occupations negatively affect school attendance and success. Students are too fatigued to 

concentrate or participate in school activities when they work part-time, especially physically demanding 

employment. The earlier a youngster enters the workforce, the less human capital they can acquire. 

Strategies to Curb Students’ Involvement in Small-Scale Mining Activities and Adverse Effect on 

Academic Performance  

International organisations, governments, NGOs, corporate agencies, and even individuals are everyday 

concerned about the widespread migration of schoolchildren into mine sites and other mining-related work. 

Numerous programmes and projects attempt to eliminate or greatly reduce student mine labour. 

 International agreements prohibit student mining work. The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, 

ILO Convention No. 138, ILO Convention No. 182, and ILO Recommendation No. 190 support prohibition 

(Thorsen, 2012). Many international, national, regional, and local regulations, programmes, projects, and 

interventions have helped prevent or eliminate child labour in mining communities, especially in developing 

nations. 

 The provision of non-formal education for working students and later placement in a formal education 

programme, day-care services for pre-school aged students, health education and care to mining communities, 

functional education to parents of working students and opportunities for income-generating activities, and the 

active and complete removal of s Silva (2013) reported that Guyana's primary school attendance rates rose from 

66% to 94% after the Ministry of Labour, Human Services, and Social Security (MLHSSS) launched the School 

Retention and Child Labour Prevention and SCREAM (Supporting Students' Rights through Education, the Arts, 

and the Media) programmes, which provided free transportation to and from school and nutritional support 

(three free hot meals a week). 

METHODOLOGY 

Research Design  

Descriptive survey methodology was employed for this research. According to Leedy & Ormrod (2015), 

a descriptive survey design is the act of collecting information to determine the current state of a phenomenon 

and to test hypotheses about it. This sort of survey is designed to give a clear and unbiased picture of a current or 

actual situation (Quartey & Awoyemi, 2012). 

Population  

The term "population" is used to describe all of the people a study is focusing on. Creswell (2012) argues 

that a unit's eligibility to be included in a survey depends on the characteristics of the respondents who are 

eligible to take part in the survey. All of the pupils of Nkawkaw Senior High School would make up the sample 

population. Students in their second year were, nevertheless, the intended audience. One hundred and fifty 

students signed up.  
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Sample and Sampling Procedure  

According to Fraenkel, Wallen, and Hyun (2012), a research study's sample is the population studied, 

whereas sampling is the act of selecting units from the population of interest for study. This allows researchers 

to extrapolate their findings from the sample to the larger population (Creswell, 2012). Krejcie and Morgan's 

(1970) table for determining sample sizes was used to pick 108 students from the assumed population for the 

study. This allowed for a more manageable and thorough examination of the factors at play. 

 The enrolled students were chosen using a stratified random sample method to ensure a fair 

representation of the various academic tracks. Using a method known as stratified random sampling, subsets of 

the population are picked for the sample in the same percentages as they appear in the whole (Fraenkel, Wallen, 

& Hyun, 2012). Here, we started with the courses taken as our dividing line. The second step was to collect data 

on the sample frame for each stratum (programme) to determine the proportion of students who would be 

selected from that group. The third step was to use the simple random approach to select the necessary number 

of respondents from each stratum after determining the proportion needed to represent each stratum. Finally, a 

total sample size (n = 108) was determined by combining the selected number of responders from each strata. 

Data Collection Instrument  

A questionnaire was the primary information-gathering tool. The study relied on questionnaires since 

they are an efficient data collection tool for surveying a sizable population in a short period of time (Amedahe & 

AsamoahGyimah, 2014). The majority of the survey's questions were closed-ended. Close-ended things are 

simple to code and analyse, as stated by Twumasi (2011). However, they are challenging to design, as some 

responders may have opinions that don't fit the predetermined categories. Based on research into the topic 

already in the literature, a questionnaire was developed "to test students' impression of the effect of students' 

involvement in illicit mining on academic achievement." 

 There were four distinct parts of the questionnaire (A, B, C, and D). Respondents' basic personal 

information was collected in Section A. In this area, participants were asked to provide demographic data such 

as their age, gender, and field of study. In Section B, students were asked to answer six questions on what led 

them to engage in unlawful mining. Six questions were asked in Section C to gather information on how 

students' participation in illicit mining affected their grades. Section D collected information across five 

questions about interventions designed to reduce pupils' participation in unlawful mining and its negative impact 

on students' academic performance. Aside from the introduction and summary, the questionnaire mainly 

consisted of close-ended questions with a four-point Likert scale ranging from "strongly agree" to "disagree" and 

"disagree" being coded as 4, 3, 2, and 1 for analysis, respectively. There were a total of 20 questions on the 

survey. Throughout the study, respondents were guaranteed of their right to privacy because the questionnaire 

did not request any personally identifying information.  

Data Analysis  

Statistical Package for the Social Science was used for data management and analysis, including data 

cleaning, coding, entering, and analysis (SPSS, Version 25.0). Data was analysed, displayed, and interpreted 

with the aid of descriptive statistics. Frequencies and percentages were used to analyse the demographic factors 

of the study's respondents. Descriptive analyses were performed on the data collected in order to address 

research questions 1, 2, and 3. (means and standard deviations). 

Results  

Analyses of Background (Demographic) Data  

This section of the chapter presents the analysis of the background data (demographic) of the respondents.   

Table 1: Gender Distribution of Students  

Gender  Frequency % 

Male  60 56 

Female  48 44 

Total  108 100 

 

Table 1 shows that out of the 108 students, 60 representing 56 per cent are males and 48 respondents 

representing 44 per cent are females. This shows gender balance among students in the study‟s sample.  

Table 2: Age Distribution of Students  

Age Range  Frequency % 
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15 – 16   20 19 

17 – 18   36 32 

19 – 20   32 30 

Above 20  20 19 

Total  108 100 

 

The age distribution of the students as presented in Table 2 indicates that 36 students representing 32 per 

cent were between the ages of 17 to 18 years. This was the age group with the highest respondents. It is followed 

by 32 students representing 30 per cent between the ages of 19 to 20 years out of the 108 students used for the 

study. This is an indication that most of the students who participated in the study were 17 years and above.   

 

Analyses of Research Questions  

The analyses were done using four point-scales coded as SA =4, A =3, D=2 and SD =1 and the levels 

were shown using means (M) and standard deviations (SD). The analysis was done in line with 2.50 thus  

=  = 2.50. Responses were solicited from 108 students.  

 

 

Research Question 1: What are the causes of students’ involvement in illegal mining?  

 

 

 

Table 3: Causes of Students’ Involvement in Illegal Mining  

SN  Statement  Mean  SD  

1  I do not get school items as desired.  3.00  0.907  

2  
My Parents are unable to provide for my social and educational 

needs.    
2.96  0.864  

3  I desire economic freedom and money for educational needs.  3.06  0.734  

4  My house is closer to mining sites.  2.34  0.914  

5  Most of my friends are into illegal mining activities.  3.00  0.797  

6  
My parents are aware of my involvement in illegal mining 

activities.  
2.98  1.042  

Mean of means/SD  2.89  0.876  

 

From Table 3, the majority of students agree with the statement „I desire economic freedom and money 

for educational needs‟ (M=3.06, SD=.734). Again, the majority of students agree with the statement „I do not get 

school items as desired‟ (M=3.00, SD=.907). Finally, the majority of students agree with the statement „Most of 

my friends are into illegal mining activities‟ (M=3.00, SD=.797). With indication from Table 3 summary, the 

majority of students agree to five causes in the six statements presented (M/m=2.89, Average SD=.876).  

  

Research question 2: What are the effects of students’ involvement in illegal mining on their academic 

performance?  

Table 4: Effects of Students‟ Involvement in Illegal Mining on Academic Performance  

SN  Statement Mean SD 

I am aware of the dangers and adverse effects of illegal  

1 mining on my education.  

2.82  0.866  

2  I prefer engagement in mining activities to schooling.   2.51  0.886  

My school attendance is poor recently due to my  

3 involvement in mining activities.  
3.15  0.944  

4  I hardly do my class assignment due to fatigue.  3.17  5.636  
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My current examination results are bad compared to my  

5 previous ones.  
3.09  0.991  

I have dropped out of school on more than two  

6 occasions.  
2.44  0.921  

Mean of means/SD  2.86  1.707  

                                                                                                                  

From Table 4, the majority of students agree with the statement „I am aware of the dangers and adverse 

effects of illegal mining on my education with (M=2.82, SD=.866). Again, the majority of students agree with 

the statement „My school attendance is poor recently due to my involvement in mining activities‟ (M=3.15, 

SD=.944). Finally, the majority of students agree with the statement „My current examination results are bad as 

compared to my previous ones‟ (M=3.09, SD=.991).  

With indication from Table 4 summary, the majority of students agree to five effects in the five statements 

presented (M/m=2.86, Average SD=1.707).  

Research question 3: What are the available strategies to curb students‟ involvement in illegal mining and their 

adverse effect on academic performance?  

Table 5: Strategies to Curb Students’ Involvement in Illegal Mining and Their Adverse Effect on 

Academic Performance  

SN  Statement  Mean  SD  

1  My parents are poor to get me economic freedom.  2.98  0.831  

2  
I will stop my involvement in mining when I get my 

desired resources.  
2.98  0.736  

3  I stop going to mining sites when soldiers come around.  3.24  0.722  

4  I do not get enough food in school.  2.72  0.895  

5  I walk from a far distance to school.   2.46  0.980  

Mean of means/SD  2.88  0.833  

                                                                                                                       

In Table 5, the majority of the students agree with the statement „My parents are poor to get me economic 

freedom‟ (M=2.98, SD=.831). Again, the majority of students agree with the statement „I will stop my 

involvement in mining when I get my desire resources‟ (M=2.98, SD=.736). However, the majority of students 

disagree with the statement „I walk from a far distance to school‟ (M=2.46, SD=.980). As indicated from the 

Table 5 summary, the majority of students agree with all the five strategies in the five statements presented 

(M/m=2.88, Average  

SD=.833).  

 

Discussion  

Causes of Students’ Involvement in Illegal Mining  

It was noticed that the majority of students believe that students‟ desire for economic freedom and money 

for educational needs; not getting school items as desired; students‟ houses closer to mining sites; parents‟ 

inability to provide students‟ social and educational needs; and peer influence are the cause of students‟ 

involvement in illegal mining. The findings confirm the study finding of Thorsen (2012) that poverty is the most 

important reason why students of school-going age enter into mining work. Similarly, Hentschel (2012) asserted 

that the reasons for child labour in mining are mainly poverty drove which is low family incomes; the families 

do not have enough income for school materials.   

Effects of Students’ Involvement in Illegal Mining on Academic Performance  

It was observed that the majority of students are aware of the dangers and adverse effects of illegal 

mining on education and that these adverse effects include poor school attendance by students, not doing class 

assignments due to fatigue, students dropping out of school, and poor examination results. This tells that 

students‟ involvement in illegal mining has negative effects on their academic performance. The findings agree 

with Canagarajah and Coulombe (2017) who asserted that child labour interferes with education, in that, school 

attendance is foregone in favour of work, or learning is inefficient, either because the students are not allowed to 

spend time doing their homework or because they are unable to pay proper attention in school because of 
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fatigue. Similary, Marburger (2016) said that there is a positive correlation between examination performance 

and attendance. The findings also affirm the assertion by Gump (2015) who identified a tough negative 

correlation between absences and final grades and said that, students who desire to succeed academically ought 

to attend class, and that teachers must promote attendance.  

Strategies to Curb Students’ Involvement in Illegal Mining and Their Adverse Effect on Academic 

Performance  

The study found that the majority of students believe that the following strategies will aid in curbing 

students‟ involvement in illegal mining and their adverse effect on academic performance: soldiers to guard 

illegal mining sites to halt the illicit activities; NGOs and philanthropists to support parenting roles; enhancing 

the quality and quantity of feeding for students; poor parents to be empowered with jobs for economic freedom, 

and buses to be provided for distance students and support them also with boarding facilities. The findings 

confirm the study finding of Silva (2013) that attendance rates in primary school jumped from 66% to 94% in 

Guyana when the Ministry of Labour, Human Services and Social Security (MLHSSS) launched the School 

Retention and Child Labour Prevention and the SCREAM (Supporting Students‟ Rights through Education, the 

Arts and the Media) programmes which manifested in the provision of free transport to and from school, 

provision of nutritional support (free hot meals three days a week), after-school tutoring for working students, 

awareness-raising for teachers and school administrators, parenting education and counselling for students and 

parents.  

 

Conclusions  

It can be concluded that as a result of being aware of the prevalence of the causes of students‟ 

involvement in illegal mining including students‟ desire for economic freedom and money for educational 

needs; not getting school items  

as desired; students‟ houses closer to mining sites; and peer influence is the cause of students‟ involvement in 

illegal mining, the situation can be averted or addressed.    

It can also be concluded that because the majority of students are aware of the dangers and adverse 

effects of illegal mining on academic performance these adverse effects which mining would cause students to 

perform poorly in academic work which is a long-term impedes the growth and development of the nation, it 

would fast-track the act of resolving the situation. 

Finally, it can also be concluded that the identified strategies which include soldiers guarding illegal 

mining sites to halt illicit activities; NGOs and philanthropists to support parenting roles; enhancing the quality 

and quantity of feeding for students etc would assist in curbing the act of involvement in illegal mining by 

students and halt the adverse effects.  

 

Implications for Counselling 

1. Counsellors are expected to take students through information service. This is to help them lead 

students to ways they fund their education without necessarily being involved in mining activities. 

2.  Counsellors are to take students through guidance service to develop effective studying habits which 

can help improve students‟ academic performance. 

3. Counsellors should include community and family counselling in their activities in order to reach out 

to parents of students within the community. The counselling relationship with these parents will 

help them to understand their children and offer them the needed assistance.  
Recommendations  

The following recommendations were made based on the findings:   

1. Government through the Ministry of Land and Natural Resources should empower parents, 

particularly those identified as poor, through the leap programme. This will help enhance their 

socio-economic status which will in turn help eradicate poverty and the menace of child labour 

as a whole since most of the children involve in small scale mining do so as a result of poverty.  

2. The Ministry of Education through The Ghana Education Service should deploy school 

counsellors to orient students on the negative consequences of abandoning their education, and 

their involvement in illegal mining.  
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3. School authorities and teachers should also use reinforcement to entice students to embrace 

schooling.      

4. Government should liaise with Ghana Education Service, NGOs, and the mass population to 

adhere to the identified strategies.   
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