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Abstract 

The present study was conducted through the without gaining a comparative world perspective, 

it was observed that only through a well-designed and effectively implemented Gandhi’s and Henry 

David Thoreau concept as thinkers and its ethical perspectives for the development of peace in India. In 

the present study, the investigators decided to find out the philosophical thinkers as M.K. Gandhi and 

Henry David Thoreau. Gandhi view on basic thinker is greatly influenced by his philosophy of satya 

(truth), ahimsa (non-violence), firm belief in God, dignity of labour. So, the study is proposed to be 

made on the relevancy of Mahatma Gandhi’s non-violence policy in the present day. The main aim of 

leading transcendentalist, Thoreau is best known for his book Walden, a reflection upon simple living in 

natural surroundings, and his essay “Civil Disobedience”, an argument for disobedience to an unjust 

state. The descriptive survey method was used in this study. Another interesting aspect of both the 

thinkers’ life was his civil disobedience and how their knowledge can be utilization for human resource 

development in India with special reference to Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi and Henry David 

Thoreau as traditional thinkers, on the social issues in relation to developmental thinkers. The main idea 

of “Walden” by Henry David Thoreau is to find the meaning of life. The study will based on primary 

and secondary data. 
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INTRODUCTION:  

 

The world is changing every moment and is therefore unreal, it has no permanent existence. But 

though it is constantly changing, it has something about it which persists and it is therefore to that extent 

real. The history of so unique a development, if it could be written in full, would be of immense value; 

but our knowledge at present of early India, in spite of the remarkable results achieved by modern 

research, is too meager and imperfect for it. 
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India believes in peaceful co-existence and treats the whole world as a single family. Despite a 

huge empire, administration was controlled and highly effective in ancient India. Since there were many 

kingdoms and many systems of governance in ancient India, it is difficult to analyse each one of them. 

Because countries often described as most successful are liberal democratic states, concentrated in 

Europe and the Americas, good governance standards often measure other state institutions against these 

states.  In fact, the concept of perspective of M.K. Gandhi and H.D. Thoreau as thinkers has acquired an 

international status because it has crossed all geographical boundaries and it has been recognized 

throughout the world today. However, for the purpose of our study historical profile of perspective of 

M.K. Gandhi and H.D. Thoreau as thinkers in ancient India and human growth is presented in the 

following analysis and discussion viz: 

M.K. Gandhi: 

Mahatma Gandhi father of the Indian nation and the propounded of ahimsa and truth, was a 

seeker, environmentalist and humanist, in sum, a Mahatma or Great soul. He played a vital role in India’s 

struggle for independence from the British colonial role and his life and book, “The Story of My 

Experiments With Truth” continue to inspire many in their personal quest and in tackling greater issues. 

 

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi  was a utopian; he tried to bring the Kingdom of God on the earth 

where truth and non-violence would be guiding principles. His utopianism arose out of his love for 

humanity. “Gandhi was humanist, shall we say from the first moment of his self-consciousness.” He 

firmly believed that the goodness of the individual formed the constituent part of the goodness of the 

society. Like John Ruskin, he considered ‘man’ is the most important to bring a peaceful and harmonious 

society. He says, “The individual is the one supreme consideration.” “Man is neither mere intellect, nor 

the gross animal body, nor the heart or soul alone. A proper and harmonious combination of all the three 

is required for making of the whole man and constitutes the true economics of education.” His concept of 

political system is closely connected with education. In a good political system, there must be the 

element of goodness necessarily present in every man. There is the need of a proper education system to 

the individuals in order to bring out such element of goodness. He talks about education is more 

comprehensive than that of the literal meaning. He says, “By education I mean an all-round drawing out 

of the best in child and man -body mind and spirit”. Literacy is not the end of education not even the 

beginning. It is due to the fact that it stimulates the human mind for creative thinking or dignity of 

manual labour. He thought that such creative thinking should be taken up from primary to higher level 

education. His view on basic education is greatly influenced by his philosophy of Satya (truth), Ahimsa 

(non-violence), firm belief in God, dignity of labour. The main aim of education is the development of 

human personality. He expanded fourfold personality in the individual that is body, mind, heart and 

spirit. It is closely related to Hindu concept of Varnashram dharma. One who understood his or her 

responsibilities would lead to the spirit of social consciousness and social mindedness.  
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Gandhi also maintains that education is essential for the attainment of the goal of peace. It can 

be attained only through morality and ethics. According to Gandhi, education is the realization of the 

best in man - body, soul and spirit. Ethics and morality are integral to Gandhi’s life. All his thoughts, 

actions and speeches are based on these two concepts. From the ethical perspective, education may be 

considered as a means of attainment of salvation. It helps to the path of the complete peace. Peace is the 

absence of violence and hostile thought. As a daily practitioner of non-violence, Gandhi right from his 

earlier stage considered that non-violence is an indivisible, important and essential part of education. 

We cannot be separated education from ethics, morality and spiritualism. For this purpose Gandhi has 

given some rules for all students so as to ensure that morality and righteousness always be considered as 

an essential part of their education. Regarding this, such rules can make to right thinking, self-control, 

service to the society, respect to others and constant awareness for their duties and responsibilities. 

H.D. Thoreau: 

Henry David Thoreau was an American naturalist, essayist, poet, and philosopher. A leading 

transcendentalist, he is best known for his book Walden, a reflection upon simple living in natural 

surroundings, and his essay “Civil Disobedience”, an argument for disobedience to an unjust state. 

Henry David Thoreau (July 12, 1817 - May 6, 1862) was an American naturalist, essayist, poet, and 

philosopher.  American essayist, poet, and practical philosopher Henry David Thoreau is renowned for 

having lived the doctrines of Transcendentalism as recorded in his masterwork, Walden (1854). He was 

also an advocate of civil liberties, as evidenced in the essay “Civil Disobedience” (1849). He was born 

in (1817) in Concord, Massachusetts, into a middle-class family. His father, John Thoreau, was a pencil 

maker, and his mother was Cynthia Dunbar. Interestingly, his paternal grandfather had been one of the 

few people who were born on the UK Crown Dependency Island of Jersey, and his maternal 

grandmother, As a Dunbar, is credited with leading the first recorded college student protest during her 

time at Harvard. When Thoreau was born, his name was actually David Henry Thoreau, after his 

grandfather, but he began calling himself Henry David in college, though he never got a legal change. 

Interestingly, the house where Thoreau was born still stands and is now open to the public. Henry David 

Thoreau had three siblings- an older brother and sister and a younger sister. Tragically, both of his 

sisters died at fairly young ages from tuberculosis, the same illness that would eventually claim Henry 

David Thoreau’s life as well. Thoreau studied at Harvard, though famously he refused to pay the five 

dollar fee for his diploma; thus, he never received it. Later, when he refused to pay the fee for his 

masters diploma, he was denied the degree altogether. After his studies at Harvard, he returned to 

Concord and began teaching at a local school but quit soon after because he refused to administer 

corporal punishment. He and his brother, John, opened their own progressive school and had a fair 

amount of success until, tragically, John cut himself shaving and died of tetanus at the age of twenty 

seven. Afterwards, Henry David Thoreau closed the school. Soon after, Thoreau met Ralph Waldo 

Emerson who introduced him to many other authors such as Margaret Fuller and Nathaniel Hawthorne. 

Thanks to these influences, Thoreau began writing and publishing his work. For a while, he actually 

lived with the Emersons as a gardener and a tutor to Emerson’s children. In the end, he eventually 
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returned to Concord and worked in his family’s pencil factory for a while. Eventually, Thoreau again 

became restless, which is how he ended up on Emerson’s property near Walden Pond. A common 

misconception about this time was that he was completely antisocial and did not talk to people, but this 

is simply not true. Thoreau maintained his friendship with Emerson and even made money by farming a 

bean field. 

Justification of the Topic: 

 

We are moving towards the 21st century which we believe has lots of thing made in every field 

possible. The main justification of the topic entitle is, ‘A Comparative Perspective of M.K. Gandhi and 

H.D. Thoreau as Thinkers.’ In this respect, it is very urgent to study in deep the present time and the role 

of M.K.Gandhiji in upliftment of the Indian perspective. It is becoming increasingly clear that mankind is 

now facing the most severe crisis in its history. It is becoming increasingly clear that mankind is now 

facing the most severe crisis in its history. The main objective of the paper is to find out the role of M.K. 

Gandhi and H.D. Thoreau. The current economic recession and financial crises around the world and the 

continuing problems of environmental degradation, religious polarizations, and international terrorism 

have emerged as major concerns. All major issues like global warming, loss of biodiversity etc. have 

bearing on whole mankind as well the plant and animal kingdoms, and there is no chance to restrict in 

one. Education has to serve as a powerful instrument of social, economic and cultural transformation of 

the society and to keep pace with the advancement of the modern trend. A philosophy presents various 

viewpoints of learning and gives their educational implications. In the light of the above discussion of the 

justified of the study under investigation, the title of the study has been fixed as, “A Comparative 

Perspective of M.K. Gandhi and H.D. Thoreau as Thinkers,” was relatively unexplored in India, 

literature in terms of various indicators such as access to education, India’s recorded and unrecorded 

culture and civilization are rare features in the course of world history. So, the study is proposed to be 

made on the relevancy of Mahatma Gandhi’s non-violence policy in the present day. The discussion 

regarding the significance of Mahatma Gandhi’s non-violence policy has been made keeping in view 

some objectives these was to analyse about the methods of Mahatma Gandhi’s non-violence policy and  

impact such as Mahatma and their relevance. Therefore the proposed paper tries to give a brief overview 

of M.K. Gandhi and H.D. Thoreau as thinkers’ contribution, and also suggests some policy measures 

regarding both the freedom fighters in India. 

Statement of the Problem: 

The following is the area of research investigation entitled is, “A Comparative Perspective of 

M.K. Gandhi and H.D. Thoreau as Thinkers.” 

 

 

Methodology:  

The present study was conducted through the descriptive survey method of research used. 
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Comparisons:  

There was an elaborate discussion between M.K. Gandhi and H.D. Thoreau as thinkers as 

follows: 

During his later life, he found a passion for natural history and worked as a land surveyor. He also 

did some traveling; however, he kept it to a minimum as he felt it was a distraction from the journey of 

oneself and one's mind. In (1835), he contracted tuberculosis which occasionally flared up. However, 

after being caught in a rainstorm, he developed bronchitis which further contributed to his failing health. 

Thoreau spent the remainder of his life revising his unpublished works, and eventually, he succumbed to 

his illness on (May 6, 1862), at the age of forty-four. 

 

Today, the world is suffering from immense crisis from many sides. Crimes, conflict, hatred and 

distrust between one community and another, hunger, unemployment, poverty and literacy, paucity of 

resources and pollution of environment, deforestation and desertification, swelling number of migrants 

and refugees, ethnic and sub-national violence, terrorism, drug trafficking, AIDS etc., all these altogether 

make a grave danger to peace. The present day crisis is greater than the crisis that occurred during the 

time of Gandhi. The world is now full of violence. With the advancement of science and technology 

human being has invented many new technologies which are very helpful in our life. An action done 

under the motives of selfishness is a kind of violence. Purity of means is an essential condition of 

realizing good ends. If a good end is to be attained, it is also essential that the means adopted for the 

realization of the end is also good. He says, “if one takes care of the means, the end will take care of 

itself.”  End and means are the two important concepts in Gandhian philosophy which play very 

important implication for his doctrine of truth and non-violence. His principle of aparigraha is one of the 

most important to bring simple and peaceful living, co-operation with one another. However, in our 

present day society we are facing so many conflicts. One of them is based on our knowledge which has 

been separated from work-ethics.  

Also of primary significance is the notion that just means are the most likely to lead to just ends. 

When Gandhi said that ‘the means may be likened to the seed, the end to a tree,’ he expressed the 

philosophical kernel of what some refer to as pre-figurative politics. Martin Luther King, a student of 

Gandhian non-violent resistance, concurred with this tenet, concluding that “non-violence demands that 

the means we use must be as pure as the ends we seek.” Proponents of non-violence reason that the 

actions taken in the present inevitably re-shape the social order in like form. They would argue, for 

instance, that it is fundamentally irrational to use violence to achieve a peaceful society. 

Gandhi was influenced by the Advaita Vedanta (non-dual) philosophy of India, the understanding 

that all life comes from one thing. He was a truth-seeker and correctly understood the difference between 

relative (cultural) truths and absolute truth which comes from the necessary connection of the one 

absolute thing (God, Allah, Brahman, Tao) which causes the many things. Mahatma Gandhi as thinkers, 
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“the ocean is composed of drops of water; each drop is an entity and yet it is a part of the whole; the one 

and the many. In this ocean of life, we are little drops. My doctrine means that I must identify myself 

with life, with everything that lives, that I must share the majesty of life in the presence of God. The sum-

total of this life is God.”  Father was all-powerful. Therefore, he has greater influence on the events that 

affect his life than the non-believer because he can call upon his God who hears his cry and can move the 

mightiest of mountains. Without gaining a comparative world perspective, Christian theology can neither 

fully know its own strengths nor strengthen its weaknesses.  

Conclusion: 

On the basis of analysis and discussions of the study, major conclusions emerged out of the M.K. 

Gandhi and H.D. Thoreau as thinkers as ancient India and their contemporary relevance of data obtained 

empirically and historically in the present study. Thus, in the light of the above major findings of the 

present investigation the respective objectives were tested and the following conclusions were arrived at:  

This paper highlights the role of the Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi and Henry David Thoreau as 

thinkers. The researcher has tried to discuss some major steps and implemented polices regarding the 

thinkers which are need of the hour to empower the country as well. A series of nationwide people’s 

movements of non-violent resistance and civil- disobedience, led by Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi. In 

addition to bringing about independence, Gandhi’s non-violence also helped improve the status of the 

untouchables in Indian society. We can draw a conclusion that interesting aspect of Thoreau’s life was 

his civil dis-obedience. He was very open about his anti-taxation beliefs and did not pay poll taxes for six 

years. When he encountered the local tax collector, he refused to pay because of his anti-war beliefs and 

spent a night in jail. He was released after, presumably, his aunt paid what was due, but the experience 

had a profound impact on Thoreau who delivered anti-tax lectures on several occasions. 

 Thoreau began writing and publishing his work.  He preaches the doctrine of simple living and 

high thinking. His education system are greatly emphasizing the culture of peace, sincere work, 

dedication of the cause of the nation, social minded, friendliness, right feelings, economic 

advancement, physical improvement and socio-cultural progress. It is based on work-centre education 

which can provide the necessary economic self-sufficiency and self-reliance. Hence, their leadership 

and participation are needed to shape responses to development challenges and recent crises. 

International Encyclopedia of Great Thinkers (1987) has observed, enjoying the social status and 

prestige as all those who eminently serve society, today or tomorrow’s thinkers must be professional 

and level should be more and more comparable with the physicians or great leaders. Finally, found 

that H.D. Thoreau was an American naturalist, essayist, poet, and philosopher.  American essayist, 

poet, and practical philosopher Henry David Thoreau is renowned for having lived the doctrines of 

Transcendentalism as recorded in his masterwork. 
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It is observed that only through a well-designed and effectively implemented when Thoreau 

decided that he wanted to venture into the woods to reconnect with himself, he reached out to his old 

friend and mentor, Ralph Waldo Emerson, who had bought a fourteen-acre second-growth forest, a forest 

that has regrown after being previously cleared, about one and a half miles from his family’s home. 

Thoreau received permission from Emerson to build a cabin and live on the land near Walden Pond. This 

is where the name of the novel comes from. Today, it is the site of Walden Pond State Reservation. But, 

they are far from producing any durable peace in the region due to internal differences among the 

freedom fighter leaders. The unnecessary delay in the negotiation with the non-violent revolution is likely 

to have a serious fallout due lack of willingness on the part of the central government to start the formal 

peace dialogue with the outfit. The state and civil society need to mount herculean effort to make the 

peace dialogue meaningful, in the contemporary age much importance is attached of ancient India. The 

interaction between M.K. Gandhi and H,D. Thoreau of the great thinkers was established to have no 

significant effect upon Indian Society.  

Suggestions: 

The following suggestions may guide in making fields more authentic. A study may be conducted 

on vast area sample may be large in size and other state may be taken. Replicative follow-up studies may 

be conducted for generalizability of results obtained in the present study. The present study emphasized 

is completely the urgent need for effective moral universalism or universal morality is the meta-ethical 

position that some system of ethics, or a universal ethic, applies universally, that is to It is the opposing 

position to various forms of moral relativism. That brings us to his thoughts on humanism, education and 

culture, nationalism and internationalism, and their great relevance today. 
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