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ABSTRACT 

The present study has been undertaken to the quest for philosophical inquiry of good 

governance has, since long, been the mainstay of the evaluation of the functioning of the powers that 

be. Academic discourse has been largely dependent upon the western models of the concept of good 

governance. The study of historical thought in present day India is fundamentally west-oriented and 

west-based. The present paper tries to delineate the fundamental principles of good governance and 

endeavours to re-locate some aspects of Mahabharata, Arthashastra and Manusmriti by way of finding the 

elements of good governance in these treatises. This work addresses at exploring appropriate method in 

applying the philosophical inquiry good Governance models from Ancient India; importance in 

practice, theories and definitions and the extent as well as the importance of its achievements will be 

evident when we mention that it has evolved several systems of philosophy, besides creating a great 

national mechanism, humanism and religion in scriptures of ancient India. This effort is importance to 

understand in more detail the three dimensions of good governance. For that reason, this work offers 

the three dimensions of good governance: the rule of law, the democracy, and the institutional 

dimension. The solution of this method would precisely construct a holistic and integrated strategy in 

managing and optimizing collective strategic resources. Ancient India had a strong government. This 

meant the leaders who controlled the government, were powerful and strong. Ancient India 

government type was Monarchy. Monarchy means a ruler who is a king or leader. In the contemporary 

age much importance is attached to Good Governance models of ancient India. 
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Introduction:  

Good governance is of growing importance for the prosperity of countries. To understand this 

relation, we first explain in more detail the three dimensions of good governance: the rule of law, the 

democracy, and the institutional dimension. The next step is to look at the principles of good 

governance, as parts of the motor of good governance. Good governance, for ages, has been the idea of 

political thinkers, policy planners, decision-makers and the academics. In any society, the basic 

concern of the citizens is the goodness of the government. And for this the systems and sub-systems of 

governance must be essentially efficient, effective, economical, ethical and equitable. In the same way, 

the governance process must also be just, reasonable, fair and citizen caring. To achieve these qualities 

of good governance, the machinery of governance must also be accountable and responsible.  

Good governance refers to task of running the government in an effective manner. Good 

governance has eight characteristics: Participation, Strategic vision, Rule of Law, Transparency, 

Responsiveness, Consensus Orientation, Equity Building, Effectiveness and Efficiency, 

Accountability. The concept in Indian Statecraft, Diplomacy and polity of rulers being bound 

by dharma was that of ensuring good governance to people. Rajdharma was code of conduct that was 

superior to will of ruler and governed all his activities. Good governance as mentioned in ancient 

Indian scriptures in Sanskrit and Pali like Bhagvad Geeta, Vedas, Mahabharata, Shantiparva, Nitisar, 

Ramayana, Arthashastra, Digha Nikaya, Jataka are discussed. In fact, the concept of Good governance 

has acquired an international status because it has crossed all geographical boundaries and it has been 

recognized throughout the world today. However, for the purpose of our study historical profile of 

good governance in ancient India and human growth in India is presented in the following phases viz: 

Origin of the Present Study: 

Good governance is the process of measuring how public institutions conduct public affairs 

and manage public resources and guarantee the realization of human rights in a manner essentially free 

of abuse and corruption and with due regard for the rule of law. Governance is the process of decision-

making and the process by which decisions are implemented. Governance in this context can apply to 

corporate, international, national, or local governance as well as the interactions between other sectors 

of society. 

The concept of “Good Governance” thus emerges as a model to compare ineffective economies 

or political bodies with viable economies and political bodies. The concept centers on the 

responsibility of governments and governing bodies to meet the needs of the masses as opposed to 

select groups in society. Because countries often described as most successful are liberal democratic 

states, concentrated in Europe and the Americas, good governance standards often measure other state 

institutions against these states. Aid organizations and the authorities of developed countries often will 

focus the meaning of “Good Governance”  to a set of requirements that conform to the organization’s 

agenda, making “Good Governance” imply many different things in many different contexts. It is 

observed that only through a well-designed and effectively implemented educational programme the 

child growth could be equipped to realise his/her inner potential and to contribute to the nation 

building in a meaningful way.   
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The basic rules of Dharma, as explained in the Manu-samhita are-“Ahimsa (Non-

violence), Satya (Truthfulness), Asteya, Shoucham (Purity), and Indriyanigraha (Control of the senses) 

are, in brief, the common rules of Dharma for all classes of men. The most important discussions in 

Shanthiparva are related to- Divine origin of the king, virtues of an ideal king, duties of the king, 

recruitment of government officials, revenue administration and division of labour. In the light of the 

above discussion of the origin and significance of the study under investigation, the title of the present 

study has been fixed as, “A Philosophical Inquiry of Good Governance Models from Ancient India 

and their Contemporary Relevance: Historical Study,” hence ancient Good Governance system and 

this field is relatively unexplored in Indian. In conclusion, we may say that the study clearly highlights 

the point out that there is stability if rulers are responsive, responsible, accountable, removable, and 

recallable, otherwise there would be instability. Kautilyas Arthashastra identified the significance of 

training and learning. It clearly stated that training imparted discipline. Kautilya stated that investment 

in human capital especially in higher education would have a greater impact on the growth and 

development of the economy. 

Different Sources of Good Governance: 

 The good governance concept and the principles of good governance can be found in different 

sources of law. It is important to realize the legal character including the different legal binding effects 

of these sources can be different. Generally speaking, we find these aspects of good governance in 

constitutions, international treaties and law, in regulations explicitly based on the law and regulations 

implicitly or not at all based on the law, in individual administrative acts of the administrative 

authorities, the character of which can vary for each of them different. We find these norms of good 

governance also in decisions of the judiciary and in reports of the ombudsman and the court of audit. 

For the advancement in these areas efforts should be made to draw reasonable talent to go in for 

advanced study and research. India believes in peaceful co-existence and treats the whole world as a 

single family.      

 

Different Definitions of Good Governance: 

  The World Bank defines governance as the manner in which power is exercised in the 

management of countries economic and social resources for development. The World Bank 

Government Indicators define governance as the traditions and institutions by which authority in a 

country is exercised. This considers the process by which governments are selected, monitored and 

replaced; the capacity of the government to effectively formulate and implement sound policies, the 

respect of citizens and the state of the institutions that govern economic and social interactions among 

them. An alternative definition explains governance as the use of institutions, structures of authority 

and even collaboration to allocate resources and to coordinate or control activity in society or the 

economy. 

The concept of “Governance” is not new. It is as old as human civilization. Simply put 

“Governance” means- the process of decision-making and the process by which decisions are 

implemented. Governance can be used in several contexts such as corporate governance, international 

governance, national governance and local governance. Since governance is the process of decision-

making and the process by which decisions are implemented, an analysis of governance focuses on the 

formal and informal actors involved in decision-making and implementing the decisions made and the 

formal and informal structures that have been set in place to arrive at and implement the decision. 
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Government is one of the actors in governance. Other actors involved in governance vary depending 

on the level of government that is under discussion. 

The ancient Indian government had an effective way of keeping tabs on what people thought of 

the administration. This was kept in check by a very secretive system of spies. The king used to be 

updated about what is happening in his kingdom regularly by these spies who used to roam around in 

the kingdom in disguise. There was effective military and the soldiers were well trained in the art of 

warfare. There were regular updates of population, birth rate, death rate, etc. Despite a huge empire, 

administration was controlled and highly effective in ancient India. Since there were many kingdoms 

and many systems of governance in ancient India, it is difficult to analyse each one of them. Hence the 

author has chosen the three important and very effective governance models from ancient India- 

Ramayana, Mahabharata and Arthashastra. 

Review of Related Studies: 

 Reviews of related studies is of immense importance in research and assure the investigator 

that his problems do not exist in a vacuum and that considerable work has already been done on 

problems related directly or indirectly to the present one. As the Humanist Manifesto II (1973) 

proclaims, Humanism advocates the spirit of cosmopolitanism, international friendship and of the 

essential brotherhood of man. Mukerjee (2007) in Indian scriptures good governance is called Raj 

Dharma, i.e. righteous duty of the king. It means those who are involved in governance must adhere to 

righteousness and do justice to public. Absence of good governance is root cause of many societal 

deficiencies. Good governance includes rule of law, participatory decision-making structure, 

transparency, accountability, responsiveness, equity and inclusiveness.  Dwivedi and Mishra (2007) 

state that in Brihadaranya Upanishad good governance stresses responsibility of the king to 

protect Dharma, the public good, so that all citizens get equal opportunity and weak are not exploited 

and harassed by strong. The king must be compassionate, looking after welfare of all people 

(Mahabharata, Shanti Parva, Section-V).  

 Statement of the Problem: 

Precisely stated the problem under study is, “A Philosophical Inquiry of Good Governance 

Models from Ancient India and their Contemporary Relevance: Historical Study.” 

 

Methodology: 

 

The Descriptive survey method employed in the present study. 

Sample of the Study: 

The sample of the present study would be taking from the prescriptive statement would still be 

descriptive.  In order to make critical and comprehensive study the proposed of pphilosophical inquiry 

of good governance models from ancient India of primary and secondary data collected from different 

areas. 

Analysis and Discussions: 

  The analysis of main focussed the importance of Philosophical Inquiry of Good Governance 

Models from Ancient India and their Contemporary Relevance; three dimensions, values and 

principles, and integrity. Good Governance is increasingly seen as a key factor in ensuring national 

prosperity, as it creates reliability, predictability and accountability. The relationship between good 

governance and national prosperity is not always clear and opinions vary across countries. But it is 
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seen that good governance is important for the economic and social development of countries and 

promotion of good governance also creates more open and democratic societies. Therefore, it is 

important to learn lessons about the importance of good governance, the potential weakness of 

governance exposed by the financial crisis and how to respond to these weaknesses. A crucial element 

in this decision is that the court reiterates the particular importance of the principle of good 

governance ancient India. It requires that when an issue pertaining to the general interest is at stake, 

especially when it affects fundamental human rights, including property rights, the public authorities 

have to act promptly, appropriately and above all consistently discussed as follows: 

 

Governance in Ramayana:  

It is observed that only through a well-designed and effectively implemented educational 

programme the child growth could be equipped to realise his/her inner potential and to contribute to 

the nation building in a meaningful way.   

Ramarajya as has been described in Ramayana had all the characteristics of democracy. In 

spite of the fact that there was no electoral procedure in those days like the one in the present day 

democratic system, the public opinion was taken into account and was given due importance. 

Notwithstanding, there was no written constitution of Ramarajya, the citizens enjoyed the right of 

equality and avenues of development were open to all. In the eyes of law, all, whether rich or poor, a 

royal or a beggar, were the same. Everyone enjoyed the socio-religious freedom. Although Rama was 

the ruler, every person had a right to speak his or her mind. It set a high standard of an ethical and 

moral conduct. There was all likelihood of getting justice. That is why, Mahatma Gandhi 

acknowledged Ramarajya as true democracy. In his own words, “In the Ramarajya the meanest citizen 

could be sure of swift justice without an elaborate and costly procedure. Even the dog is described by 

the poet to have received justice under Ramarajya.”  They are indispensable to democracy. The main 

characteristic of Ramarajya was that it covered all aspects of democracy. There was all likelihood of 

getting justice. Where justice is available even to a common man, there will be no occasion for 

exploitation. Non-violence would exercise an overbearing influence and peace would be rife among 

all. In short, justice was the yardstick of democracy. According to principles of governance during 

Ramayana, the concept of democracy can only be realized if justice is made ubiquitous. According to 

Rama, a critical factor in good governance is the quality of ministers. The emphasis is on competence 

and confidentiality. A decision on a complex issue neither to be taken unilaterally nor in consultation 

with too many people. There should be an efficient core group. Appointing tested men of noble 

lineage and integrity for strategic positions is the key to successful government. It challenges 

philosophers to ask what human rights mean to them personally and encourages them to translate into 

informed, non-violent action. 
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Governance in Mahabharata:  

There is an elaborate discussion between Bhishma and Yudistir in Shanthiparva, the 12th Parva 

from among the 18th Parvas of the Mahabharata about proper functioning of the government, duty of 

the perfect king and his duties towards his subjects etc. This episode is also known as ‘Wisdom 

Literature.’ Few important points to be noted are: 

There is nothing which contributes so much to the success of Kings as truth. This means ethics 

and righteousness or Dharma play a major role in success of a government. Mahabharata (Shanti 

Parva,) says: “Dharma has been explained to be that which helps the upliftment of living beings. 

Therefore, that which ensures the welfare of living beings is surely Dharma”. The Mahabharata also 

says that “The proper function of the king or any ruler or politician is to rule according to Dharma and 

not to enjoy the luxuries of life.” Thus, a politician is not meant to take advantage of his position, but 

to execute his duties with the welfare of the people in mind, under the guidance of the rules of 

Dharma. This means that Dharma is not the teaching of a religion, but it is the global ethical standard 

that we all need to learn. It is the very content that forms good character, proper intentions, the means 

for making fair and just decisions, and good and effective plans for our future.  

According to Mahabharata the major sources of state revenue consist of one sixth of the 

income from land, fines and forceful collection from the offenders. But in collection of taxes the king 

should always abide by the norms and principles laid down by the relevant Sastras. Violation of this 

may lead to disaster for both the king and the kingdom. Taxes should never be imposed without 

considering the capability of the payee. The economic prosperity of the country depends a good deal 

on the agriculturists and traders and they should never be oppressed by undue taxes. 

 Governance in Arthashastra: 

The Arthashastra was authored by Kautilya around 300 BC. In both internal administration and 

foreign relations, the comprehensiveness of its treatment is almost unparalleled. Although Kautilya 

proposed an elaborate welfare state in domestic politics, he was willing to defend the general good of 

the state with harsh measures. Kautilya says the ruler must aim to be a Vijigishu, one desirous of 

conquering other territories aiming to ensure Yogakshema and Lokasamgraha of his subjects. 

Yogakshema means to ensure welfare of the state and subjects implying happiness, prosperity, peace 

and bliss of his people so as to achieve Lokasamgraha which means to do what is beneficial to people. 

Kautilya regarded economic activity as the driving force behind the functioning of any political 

dispensation. Kautilya was a true statesman who bridged the gap between experience and vision. For 

Kautilya, good governance was paramount. He suggested built-in checks and balances in systems and 

procedures for the containment of malpractices. The Arthashastra equates political governance with 

economic governance. The end is economic governance while political governance is the means. But 

as economic objectives are not realized in the absence of political ones, then political governance 

becomes an end and economic governance the means. The end justifies the means; this is supposed to 

be the basis of Kautilyan and Machiavellian philosophy. Political power and material wealth according 

to Kautilya are the means and ends of governance and good governance - political or economic-

depends upon justifying the ends and means as the socio, economic and political conditions. 
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Conclusion: 

On the basis of analysis and discussions of the study, major conclusions emerged out of the 

Philosophical Inquiry of Good Governance of Ancient India and their contemporary relevance of data 

obtained empirically and historically in the present study as follows: 

From the aforementioned operational definitions stated so far, we can draw some conclusions 

regarding the nature of the term Good Governance of Ancient India, since this area is relatively 

unexplored, it is hoped it will be of intense practical value for the researchers, administrators, 

educationists, counselors and political leaders, because of the novelty with regard to relevance and 

utility in the field of education. These salient needs initiated the investigator to work in this area. 

Therefore, the quality of a nation depends upon the quality of citizen and the quality of citizen depends 

upon quality of education. The place of a nation in the committee of nations depends upon the 

economic growth, technological growth and industrial advancement growth of the nation. For the 

advancement in these areas efforts should be made to draw reasonable talent to go in for advanced 

study and research. India believes in peaceful co-existence and treats the whole world as a single 

family.      

In fact, the vision of the Ramayana has eternal relevance. In short, the concept of governance 

in Ramayana is “to provide the maximum happiness for the maximum number of people, for the 

maximum period, based on the principles of Dharma-righteousness and moral values”  Ramayana is 

India’s national idea and is a symbol of good-governance, which we lack in the modern societies. As a 

result of the above, the system of education in India has witnessed an impressive growth since independence 

In short, we can conclude that, in Mahabharata, the foundation of good governance is 

righteousness in public affairs. The rulers and the employees who have taken oath of their offices to 

uphold Dharma or righteousness and to take care of public needs, must not act unethically and unjustly 

because if they do so, they will not only destroy the moral basis of governance but will also turn a state 

into a hell. The three models of governance discussed focus on important components of good 

governance like justice, equality, dharma, non-violence, economic prosperity, welfare state. The 

models explain in detail about factors like administration, protecting a state, levying taxes, judiciary, 

generating revenue to the state exchequer and so on. More importantly, the major focus is on the 

character of the ruler or the king. A king must exhibit virtues like honesty, compassion, truthfulness, 

courage, devotion towards the state and the people, loyalty, generosity and simplicity. He should also 

be merciful and patient towards the problems of the citizens. All these components of good 

governance and virtues of king are highly relevant for the contemporary world. The major problems of 

today’s governance are absence or delay in justice to citizens and absence of virtues like honesty and 

truthfulness. Centuries ago ancient Indian rulers knew these are the principles to be followed to 

achieve good governance and welfare state. It is a sad reality that these fundamental features of ancient 

governance models are totally missing in the present scenario to introspect and revisits history. 

Kautilya’s philosophy is based on the principles of ‘sam, dam, dand, bhed’ as various, 

different, and sequential means to achieve an end. Kautilya used the word ‘Dharma’ (which in general, 

means Duty) and righteousness in personal and social conduct. He described the basic ethical 

(dharmic) values as, "Duties common to all - ahimsa (abstaining from injury to all living creatures); 

Satyam (truthfulness); cleanliness; freedom from malice; compassion and tolerance. 

Good Governance of Ancient India and their contemporary relevance of good administration 

are theoretically not the same. Governance can be seen as the work of the government, which consists 

of all the powers in the state: the legislative, the executive (administrative) power, the judicial power 

and the fourth power such as the ombudsman and courts of audits. But all the powers in the state have 

a function in relation to the work of the administration the classic administration but also other 
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sometimes independent institutions fulfilling a public task. Therefore, we can say in this research that 

when we speak about good governance it is especially good governance related to the administration 

and therefore we do not distinguish here between good governance and good administration. In 

addition, in general concept, it can be distinguishing three groups of values; Rule of law, Democracy, 

and Institution. These values can be seen as sources in the further development of the concept of Good 

Governance.  

Suggestions: 

Following measures may be suggested to overcome the problems which are found in the study. 

The focus in this issue is on putting education in values and for character building on the national 

agenda. For a change, let us leave current polices, awareness programmer adopted alone. In order to 

achieve the objectives of inclusive growth in higher education, efforts should be made to increase 

gross enrolment ratio among the disadvantaged groups, notably the Muslims and Scheduled Tribes. As 

such, the Government should provide additional facilities to the marginalizes sections of the society. 
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