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China is a country with a long history covering many centuries, during which her culture evolved a 

distinctive form of its own. The Chinese were extremely proud of their cultural attainments and this 

influenced China's relation with the outside world. The Chinese called their country Tien Hua "under the 

heaven" and Cheng Kuo, "Middle kingdom". They looked down on all foreigners and regarded them as 

barbarian. During the Manchu rule the Celestial Empire was opened to the foreigners. This was an 

embarrassing confrontation. The old civilization of China was confronted with the new Western 

civilization. The Chinese imagine that the middle kingdom would provide a beacon of light to the west. 

But China failed to meet the new challenge of the accident. Once the foreigners came they created 

problem both for the rulers and the ruled. The foreigners not only drained away Chinese wealth, but also 

ruined Chinese economy. They made was which brought humiliation to China, as well they also made 

China pay for war. The foreign missionary provided a major cause for the anti-foreign sentiment. The 

missionary condemned everything that was China. On the otherhand the Chinese continued to cling to 

their old beliefs and faith. They considered the missionary as the advance guard of western imperialism. 

The "cutting of the Chinese melon" made the Chinese bitterly resent the presence of the foreigner in 

China, violent anti-foreign outbreak started in China since the early part of 20th century. The Boxer 

movement was certainly a national and patriotic outburst. But the Boxer protocol provided for the 

punishment of the Boxers and payment indemnity to the foreigners. A Decade of Transition The victory 

of a dwarf (Japan) over a giant (Russia) thrilled temple peoples of Asia and it had an impact in China. 

Immediately a new constitution was made for China on the Japanese model. In spite of this the forces of 

revolution were gathering strength. The young Chinese, armed with Japanese diplomas returned home, 

hoping to get job, but they were frustrated. Naturally they turned against the establishment, and became 

revolutionary. Dr. Sun-Yat-Sen, father of the Chinese republic drew the attention of these students who 

had to suffer the nightmare of unemployment. The revolt spread quickly throughout the southern part 

of China, whereas the north remained loyal to the imperial government on January 1, 1912, the Nanking 

assembly Dr. Sun as the president of the new republic.On the other hand, the imperial government Made 

Yuan-Shi-Kai as the viceroy of Hukuang province. The Republicans under Dr. Sun demanded end of 

monarchy and Yuan was offered president ship, and Yuan agreed to their conditions. 

Dr. Sun resigned and Yuan was elected first president by the Nanking revolutionary assembly. The 

internal history of China following the overthrow of the Manchu dynasty witnessed a period of turmoil 

and chaos. There was Chaos and confusion everywhere. There were catastrophic floods and famines, 

fanatical antiforeign outbursts, and political quarrels between Republicans, Communist. The effect of the 

First World War and Japan's twenty-one demands added fuel to the fire. The Chinese received the 

decision of the Paris peace conference as a betrayal of their national interest. There was rioting in the 

streets of peking. When anti western feelings were strong in China, due to the Versailles treaty, the 
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Soviet Union's declaration, Offering to abrogate all Russian privileges in China, created a tremendous 

impact on China. 

Russian assistance to China for fighting against foreign imperialism, the Chinese were delirious. The May 

4th Movement The transfer of shantung to Japan disillusioned the Chinese intellectuals. They had put 

their faith on the declared war aim of the allies that they were fighting to end war for all time to come, 

and for self-determination of all peoples. The general indignation resulted in a protest march by the 

students and teachers of Peking University in Peking on May 4, 1919.The May 4 movement marked a 

watershed in the development of radical nationalism in China. The May 4th movement began as a protest 

against the decision arrived at Versailles peace conference rudely awakened the Chinese. The students 

demanded that China should refuse to sign the humiliating treaty. The merchants, workers, students, 

teachers and politician woke from their deep slumber. They believed China's salvation lay in the 

development of a new culture. The intelligentsia came to the conclusion that Conscious could not help 

the modern Chinese to solve their problems. They challenge old tradition, and the inferior status of 

woman. The impact of the west made the Chinese react to the past. Ku Hung Ming wanted China to 

combine its Tao with western science. Human Shih rejected Confucius as antiquated. Some were 

influenced by the idealist school of Kant and some by Marx's school of historical materialism. The 

intelligentsia attacked the written language which contained thousands of ideographs. In order to 

popularize the vernacular (Paihua) as a literary medium, Human Shih utilized it in the composition of 

poems, essays, histories. No doubt years of storm and stress, marked the beginning of literary 

renaissance movement. It reached its height when the new writing became the vehicle for the expression 

of Chinese nationalism. There was a new feeling that China must change if she was to survive as a nation. 

A great ferment of ideas developed, with the Peking University as its focal centre. The movement was 

nationalist in character and directed against foreign domination. The great discontent brewing in the 

cities was matched by a greater discontent that pervaded rural China. Yet rural China was unorganized 

and not vocal like its counterpart. Anyhow, the movement not only modernize China to a great extend, 

but also contributed to the reorganization of the Kuomintang and the birth of the communist party. In 

the 1920s the old China was being uprooted. The students who flocked to foreign countries sowed the 

seeds of revolt against the old ways. These students undid old China. 

Dr. Sun and San-Minority-Chu-Yi 

Dr. Sun-Yat-Sen was by no means a competent organiser . His was the carrier of a crusader, who 

conducted his fight with an unwavering conviction destined to win. In 1924, he delivered six lectures 

to his followers, and these were put in a book form and are known as San-Minority-Chu-Yi or three 

principles of the people, and this became the bible of nationalist movements in China. Dr. Sun realized 

the lack of a feeling of nationalism in China. The antiManchu struggle had led to the disappearance of 

the Manchu from the political scene, Yet China had remained divided and weak. It was weak, because it 

lacked a feeling of unity, of national consciousness. The individual Chinese loyalty was purely local. 

Therefore he insisted on efforts being made to create a national spirit which would act as a cementing 

force to bind together the Chinese. He emphasized on the policy of liberation of China by the Chinese 

and establishment of equal rights for allude. Sun genuinely desired a democratic Government for China. 

But as a pragmatist, he realized that a democratic government could not be introduced merely in 

imitation of the west. By democracy he meant initiative, referendum, recall and some indirect rights. He 

linked the western ideas with the Chinese system of examination and consorate to make it palatable at 

home. He was aware that the Chinese needed training in democratic government. Hence he visualized a 

step by step evolution of democratic polity from military government, to transitional stage and finally to 

a constitutional system. He was against untested dialectical Marxism. China was an agricultural country 

and she had hardly any industry. There fore inequality could mean unequal distribution of land. His single 

tax idea envisaged a system of land assessment and land purchase that ensured equality and justice. He 

supported state socialism. Agriculture was to be made more productive to feed the rising population. He 
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did not believe in Utopian socialism. He had been criticized by many for his lack of logic and idealism; 

yet, he made the feeling of nationalism and effective force and crystallized public opinion behind a 

democratic movement. 

Kuomintang, Communism and Nationalism 

Led by Dr. Sun, the nationalist tried their best to bring the North under the sway of Kuomintang and 

unify the country. The USSR extended its support for this endeavour. Russia sent M. Borodin to China to 

win the confidence of Dr.Sun and his associates with the active cooperation of the Soviet advisers, the 

Kuomintang was reformed adopted the nationalist doctrine of anti-imperialism with the social 

and economic doctrine of agrarian and labour reform, which strengthened the Kuomintang to a great 

extent. The first Congress of the reorganized Kuomintang was held in 1924.Borod-in had set before 

himself the important object of transforming the Kuomintang in to a highly disciplined party. 

Under the guidance of the Russian Dr. Sun setup the whampoa military academy. Soon thereafter Peking 

signed an agreement with Moscow. Whereby the latter gave up its extra-territorial rights in China and 

pledged the restoration of Mongolia to the republic. Meanwhile, the communist party of China was 

founded. The comitern advised that communist should join the Kuomintang as individuals, (but no 

CCPKMT amalgamation was recommended) so that Marxist might get nationalist support. In 1925 a rift 

in the Kuomintang party was evident. The right wing members of the party were against the aims of the 

communist leftwing and wanted to end the close relationship with Russia. Dr. Sun was able to hold the 

two camps together but after his death the differences widened. Although, he died but Sun Yat-Senism 

remained as a powerful force in Chinese politics. After the death of Dr. Sun, Chiang Kai Shek (The sword 

arm of Sun) became the undisputed leader of the KMT. Therefore the main dramatis personae have been 

seen on the political stage. Soon after he became the master of the KMT, Chiang threw off the mask and 

the workers general union was crushed. There was a reign of terror, secret societies, which had sided 

with Chiang, looted and killed in working class quarters. The Shanghai coup was followed by similar coups 

in canton, Nanking which purged these cities of communist influence. The national government was then 

officially shifted to Nanking from canton. When Chiang-Kai-shek consolidated his powers, broke off 

relations with the Russian communists. Sino-Soviet relations further strained because of the 

propagandist activities of Bolshevik agent in China. The year after the break with communist, the 

nationalist army under Chiang captured Peking. To carry out Dr. Sun's programme in which a period of 

tutelage was to follow the seizure of power, the KMT central executive committee was convened in 1929 

and provided for a party dictatorship. But though centralized in theory, in practice rivalry within the KMT 

itself, Political rivals of Chiang made the task of real unification very difficult for Chiang. But the 

Nationalist government secured recognition from many western states and Japan. Chiang invited US and 

German experts to assist in the reorganization of the country. But the constant disorder enabled the 

communist to increase their numbers and replace the nationalist government by a Soviet system. Chiang 

waged uninterrupted warfare against the communists. 

However, the communists under a Hunanese and the son of a pious Buddhist mother, Mao-Tse-Tung 

resist the KMT. Though the KMT destroy temple urban political strength of the CO, but they developed 

close relations with the restive peasants. The CCP also increased their influence among the workers. 

Thus, in spite of all the attempts made by Chiang-Kai-Shek to crush communism, it continued to remain 

as a powerful force. Chiang even launched an all-out annihilation drive, but all ended in fiasco. Rather, 

the failure weakened Chiang's position. Though the nationalist government functioned under 

considerable handicaps, but than its achievement in the domestic and foreign affairs was praise worthy. 

The government could accomplish many things within a short span of time and much credit for this is 

due to T.V. Soong, finance minister. The Nanking Government wanted credibility abroad, so it accepted 

the public debts of the earlier government and it resumed of these loans, which was an achievement. A 

greater achievement was the presentation of a balanced budget in a time of crisis. This had been made 

possible because of an enlarged income due to customs autonomy, and a rigid economy. Some progress 
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was also made in the construction of railroad and highway. Plans were made to industrialize the Yangtze 

region. The nationalist government made elaborate plans to effect transformation of education. The 

government established schools, colleges, teachers training institution. Legislation was enacted for the 

organization of labour. A matter of derogatory to the sovereignty of China was extraterritoriality, which 

gave the foreign powers jurisdiction over their subjects in China. The powers agreed to the abolition of 

extra-territoriality. The astonishing thing is that in spite of many difficulties, the government could 

endure as long as it did, and did not crack up under the overwhelming internal and external pressures. 

The Kuomintang and the nationalist were instrumental in creating a feeling of nationalism among the 

Chinese was certainly no mean achievements. 
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