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 Regional Parties are the parties whose main holds are in one state and mostly these participate in the elections 

only with the state. Most of these regional parties have agends fitting in certain culture dominant within that state. 

Some of these regional parties also participate in neighboring states, which have constituencies with culture similar 

to the first state. Different state parties were established at different periods because of different reasons. 

 Regional Parties are almost an inevitable development have a definite influence and impact upon the politics 

of the in these states . in Western democracies minor parties may condition and modify major parties some what as 

the habit of an organization determines it characteristics . 

 In the western democracies political parties based on minority support are very few. Such parties can not 

stand the test of time by the very nature of the system prevailing in England or the United States. In U.S.A. the term 

'Third Party' is applied to minor parties which have a definite capacity to influence the electoral prospects of the two 

major parties. The minor parties in the U.S.A. have played a crucial role by holding the balance of votes and by 

making spectacular contributions to the victory of the Republicans or the Democrats. Of late, the number of minor 

parties has considerably decreased in U.S.A. because of their programme by major parties and for the paucity of 

fund and other impediments raised by the electoral procedure". Several minor parties have emerged in Australia 

during the period 1931 to 1946. They were largely short-lived and very sterile. Their contribution to the Australian 

political life was nothing except creating confusion and corruption. For similar reasons several minor parties have 

disappeared from the electoral scene of the west as well as from that of the third world. But interestingly several new 

parties have emerged on the scene on fresh issues. The multiplication of minor parties can not, however, be prevented 

and they are bound to be an integral part of the political system because of the continuous struggle between various 

closed social groups, particularly in multi party systems.  

 In a country of vast diversity like India where political fluidity continues indefinitely, there have emerged 

many minor parties, origin and operation preoccupied with local issues which have strongly dominated the political 

scene since parties mark the 'transition from the democratic mass polities.  
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 With the initiation of the constitutional process, a process of regionalisation along primordial lines had 

commenced in Indian. The new circumstance immediately led to the growth of several primordial linguistic and sub-

cultural identities and regional personality of their own. The growth of these Pan-Indian forces had, however taken 

shape under the centralization of power during the British rule. But they were submerged in the national movement, 

After the independence, growth of regional parties in this vast society composed of numerous groups has been 

proliferated.  

 Regional parties have after been referred to as parochial or particularistic parties in India as they have mostly 

represented the parochial or particular interests of certain sections of population. Further they were more concerned 

with the interests of certain groups than with the general welfare of the nation. Their limited aggregate potential led 

them to identify with particular interests. The aggregation and articulation of these regional or other sectarian 

interests took shape in the hands of certain politicians of middle-class origin as well as some caste and traditional 

leaders who saw new opportunities to acquire positions of prominence in the changed circumstances after 

independence. Sometimes caste and other traditional loyalties were overlaid by political or ideological statement.  

 In fact all regional political parties have been trying for the economical development and autonomy of their 

region. They have such a strong influence in present politics that they can outwit any political party in power 

equilibrium. Today regional political parties have strong influence on politics of national level. For example, we 

have a role of Telugu Desam Party or Trinmool Congress at national level. It may be expected that the regional 

political parties will have all the more importance and influence at regional as well as national level politics because 

at present no single party is in the position to get absolute majority at its own. Sometimes due to their political 

interest, the regional political parties can even create atmosphere of political instability in national politics. In recent 

past, we have been witnessing threats to political stability posed by various regional political leaders  

 In Indian politics the regional political parties have a positive point. While these political parties fight or 

struggle against the curtailment of the rights of state, these parties help in solving various state level or national 

problems representing various languages and culture of India. Certainly the regional-parties have directly or 

indirectly conveyed the 'message of freedom and democracy' in respect of its institutions and their working 

 Further, the regional parties have displayed temperament, aspirations and ambitions of numerous sections 

of the society and largely enabled to organize and develop political life at the grass-root level. Several other regional 

parties which emerged out of the Congress, no doubt lacked the elements of viability to function independently and 

later either merged with the parent organization or with other parties. Nevertheless their emergence had some 

chastening effect upon the Congress  

 Some of these parties have played the constructive role of opposition with the main objective of reforming 

the Congress. While corruption is an endemic phenomenon in Indian politics many of these regional parties took 

shape as a revolt against the betrayal of political morals and aimed to eradicate corruption from public life  
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 This study reveals that the specific regional parties, therefore, would come and go, but what remains the 

permanent feature of Indian politics and the politics of the states is the continuous creation and response to local 

grievances". In a federal polity, in spite of all devices designed to resolve conflicts of varied nature , there would still 

be numerous dissatisfied social groups who would normally express themselves in the form of regional organization 

to future their interest or even to carry on their opposition against the basic assumptions of the national polity . The 

task of nation building therefore has to face the challenge of and purity to fulfill itself through regionalism.   
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