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Abstract 

Increase in the hybrids have been a threat to the conservation of local varieties. The lack of awareness among the 

farmers is posing a challenge in conserving the indigenous traits. This paper gives insights in to conservation methods 

practiced by tribes of Eastern Ghats, Northern part of Andhra Pradesh, India. The study was carried out during the years 

2015-17 in Sovva village. The data has been generated through individual interviews, group discussion, attending 

religious ceremonies. The festivals associated with the village attributed to the conservation of Agro- biodiversity specific 

to the location. The objective of the study was to document the traditional festivals of the local tribes and their beliefs’ 

with respect to nature. 
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Introduction 

 

Andhra Pradesh is the home land of 33 tribes, 

generally distributed in interior parts of the hilly and 

forest regions. The major primitive tribes are Chenchu, 

Kondh, Kotiya, Kondadora etc. (Sacchidananda et al., 

1988).  There are at least 300 edible plant species 

known to man, with merely 30 crops contributing to 

more than 90% of the world’s calorie intake and only 

120 crops are economically important on a National 

scale (Cooper et al., 1996). There are 1532 edible wild 

forest species in India, mostly from Western Ghats and 

Himalayan regions (Arora et al., 1993). Similarly, in 

Eastern Ghats region also, several tribals are using wild 

plants as food. Tribal people of AP are endowed with a 

deep knowledge concerning the use of wild plants as 

food purposes. Tribals constitute an important part of 

the population of India, representing about 8% of the 

total population, it is about 6% of the total population of 

the A.P. (Census of India, 2000). Several works has 

been done on the analysis of farming systems, 

Agricultural practices, Sustainability of traditional 

practices (Ramakrishnan, 1992). Ecological values of 

forest biodiversity, however, information related to the 

conservation strategy associated with the culture and 

festivals are scanty (Ramakrishnan et al., 2003). The 

importance of rich indigenous knowledge of land races,  
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in food security is the most neglected aspect in India. In 

addition a very few interventions by the scientific 

community on these traditional cultures has made it a 

far awaited aspect in an agricultural dependant and 

developing  nation like India to make it stand among 

the other world countries in preserving the ancient 

knowledge. As these tribal population have imbibed 

within themselves indigenous knowledge which can be 

understood by the close observation of their religious 

festivals. Most of the seeds that are been cultivated are 

offered to the tribal deity during festivals and also in the 

associated ceremonies. The objective of the study was 

to document the traditional festivals of the local tribes 

and their beliefs’ with respect to nature. 

Materials and Methods 

Several field trips were undertaken in the tribal 

belt of Andhra Pradesh during 2015-2017 (Fig. 1). 

During the survey various hamlets in Sovva region 

were selected for authentic information in various 

seasons and festival periods. The method of data 

collection includes, group discussions and individual 

interactions with the tribals, village heads and other 

informants’. In the whole investigation process care was 

taken to obtain required information from the tribal 

people belonging to the age group above 45 yrs. The 

study was based on the questionnaire method covering 

all aspects relevant and specific to the present 

investigation. As the study was based on questionnaire 

mode general flaws in collecting data were obvious 

which were rectified with repeated field visits and 

interviews. The data pertaining to tribes was also 

authenticated by the help of NGO working at the grass 

root level in the region. 

Results 

During the study almost eight major festivals were 

recorded to be celebrated by the residing tribes of the 

study area which are discussed as follows: 

Festivals associated with the tribes in the study area 

April 

Soyath purabh (Patha vithanala Panduga-eetikela 

panduga) is celebrated in the month of February by 

“Kondhu” tribe community and in the month of April 

by the remaining sects of tribes for ten days.  The dates 

for the festivals are decided by the Village Head and the 

Priest (Dasari) during Ashwini or Bharani karthi stars. 

The old seeds stored from previous year crop are stored 

and are exhibited in a small area in the village during 

rains. Pulses (Cajanus Cajan) and tubers (dumpalu) are 

brought specially from the forest for consumption 

during these days. Bod bhet is the final day when the 

tribal people go for hunting. In the month of April seed 

festival is celebrated by other tribes followed by Gotna 

kiya in the month of May with a gap of 7 days after 

itikela panduga (eeti-bow).  

May 

Gotna Kiya-celebrated in the month of May on 

Full moon day as per Telugu calender. Tubers from the 

forest, porridge made of millet and rice are cooked in 

the fields and the Adda (Bauhinia Vahlii) leaves are left 

undisturbed in the fields itself. The leaves are left 

undisturbed with the belief that rains would be 

appropriate in the year. This was followed by fishing 
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the next day. Gotna kiya is followed by “Liya kiya” 

(Liya- Kaki jonna panduga) after ten days. The festival 

is celebrated as a “sign of unity” and to promote 

harmony among themselves. For this festival all the 

tribal women make a dry porridge made of finger millet 

(Eleusine coracana) powder and jaggery and Sorghum 

laddu by mixing jaggery and fried sorghum (Sorghum 

Bicolor) seeds as a part of religious offering.   

July: “Jathara” is a festival celebrated in the month of 

July exclusively on Tuesday. This festival is prominent 

among other festivals celebrated in the region as it is 

considered as the day of getting purge off the past years 

ill-effects on the people in all means. On this day the 

villagers take with them, mango (Mangifera Indica) 

seeds and crop saplings (paddy, Finger millet) or 

infested plants, cow twine, used broom stick to the 

entrance of the village and throw them out of the village 

borders as signs of negative effect. This is an age old 

belief of the tribal’s that the village will be freed of all 

past negative vibes.  

August 

“Korra kotha” festival (Nuyakiya) is a celebration 

of Fox tail (Setaria italic) Barnyard millet (Echinochloa 

esculenta) and Pumpkin (Cucurbita moschata) harvest 

in the study area which are not consumed until the 

festival is celebrated. The cultivated varieties are 

distributed among the tribals’ themselves. 

October   

“Varsh Purabh” is a festival where Black eyed Pea 

(Vigna unguiculata), Paddy (local paddy variety), 

Colocasia (Colocasia esculenta) Bottle guard 

(Lagenaria siceraria) are harvested by this month. The 

obtained crop is worshipped by all the villagers at one 

place in the village. After the ritual is completed all 

villagers walk together to the nearby stream to celebrate 

themselves.  

November/December  

“Pond purabh” (pedda devudi panduga) is a 

wholesome festival when all bean and pulses varieties 

will be available in all farms of the villages. 

January 

“Push Purobh” is a festival of animals celebrated 

for three days. During this the cattle in the villages are 

worshipped by the tribals. Rice, black eyed pea, beans, 

tubers and Pulses are mixed and cooked together 

specially for the cattle on the day. Cooked rice and 

curry is also fed stomach full for the animals along with 

a locally made drink on the day of occasion. 

Table 1. List of Traditional festivals and their Prominence 

Festival  Name Celebrated Month Associated Prominent Seed/crop varieties 

Soyath purabh April Pulses, Tubers 

Gotna kiya May Tubers, Millets 

Liya kiya May Finger millet, Sorghum 

Jathara July Paddy , Ragi 

Nuyakiya August Fox tail millet, Barnyard Millet, Pumpkin  

Varsh Purabh October Black eyed Pea, Paddy, Colocasia, Bottle guard 

Pond purabh November /December Beans, Pulses 

Push Purobh January Paddy, Black eyed pea, Beans, Pulses,Tubers 
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Fig. 1. Shows various Tribal festivals and rituals in the study area 

 

Discussion  

The investigation concluded the utmost 

prominence of crops and harvest seasons among the 

tribal people in the study area. Nearly, eight festivals 

are been celebrated by the tribes of the region. The 

festivals that are associated by the farmers of the region 

have resulted in the conservation of indigenous land 

races cultivated by them from generations, it is widely 

emphasized that the tribals are primitive and are far 

from civilization, but it is observed that the tradition 

and culture helped in preserving the landraces endemic 

to the region. The tribes worship seeds, crop and pay 

gratitude for the produced crop harvest in the form of 

festivals. The biggest problem is comparably more in 

the younger generations and farmers below 35 years 

who need to be trained and imparted with importance of 

traditional knowledge and awareness on indigenous 

plants and germplasm conservation. The species can be 

conserved through in-situ and ex-situ conservation.  

Conclusion 

In this context, it is worth to mention that 

documentation of cultural practices associated with the 

tribes is necessary to protect the ethnic practices of the 

tribal farmers. The intellectual property rights of the 

tribes on the conserved seeds is essential at this juncture 

to ensure the benefit sharing of the knowledge in the 

years to come in this era as the world is reverting back 

to organics and the native seeds as there is a decline in 
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the original land races or germplasm as the modern 

society has shifted to hybrids decades ago. 
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